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Prof. Dr. Şeref Ateş
President

Our Institute that set off to introduce, instruct 
and popularise the richness of Turkish langu-
age and culture all around the world, conti-
nues its growth and expansion. Our Institute's 

45th centre on the fourth continent of the world, came 
into operation at the heart of the USA. Our Institute, 
inaugurated with a ceremony honoured by Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan and Minister of 
Divinity Prof. Dr. Mehmet Görmez, is located within 
Diyanet Centre of America complex. Complex built 
as a campus in traditional 16th century Ottoman arc-
hitecture, features a mosque, Islamic Arts museum, 
library, conference, exhibition and assembly halls, 
Turkish bath and 10 mansions representing architec-
ture of three different periods. With the opening ce-
remony held on April 2nd 2016, one of the mansions 
started to provide services as liaison office of Yunus 
Emre Enstitüsü in the USA.
As we continue our operations abroad, 
we hosted tens of young people we met 
in the far regions we reached, all inte-
rested in Turkish language in İstanbul, 
as part of “History On-site” project. Our 
guests visited the sacred places in İstan-
bul and got acquainted with the ancient 
city where interreligious peace reflects 
on living and architectural culture in the 
project carried out in collaboration with 
Hacettepe University Peace Studies De-
partment and University of Innsbruck in 
Austria. At the end of the trip and seminar that lasted 
for seven days, we said goodbye to our guests in 
a pleasant dinner where we watched the colourful 
lights of Bosporus. 
To correctly govern this enthusiasm and motivati-
on, we appealed to consultation last month which 
is a substantial element in Turkish culture. In our 7th 

year of operation, we convened with Foundation's 
Advisory Committee comprised of reputable Turkish 
intellectuals, academics and bureaucrats in order 
to carry out more strategic and in-depth operations 
we have conducted under the roof of Yunus Emre 
Foundation, with a vision today spreading over four 

continents. In line with the future initiative in our 
7th operation year consolidated through consultati-
on, we signed a protocol with Presidency for Turks 
Abroad and Related Communities (YTB) concerning 
Turkey scholarships in order to establish a general 
cooperation in common operation fields. Protocol co-
vers codes of practice concerning Yunus Emre Ensti-
tüsü Turkish Language Scholarship Program, Turkish 
preparation training in Yunus Emre Enstitüsü centres 
abroad for students with scholarships from Turkey, 
orientation and internship programs, and activities 
concerning Turkey alumni and Turkey Scholarships 
promotional activities.  
We would like to give you another good news from 
Malatya in these beautiful spring days. Teaching Tur-
kish as a Foreign Language Certification Program 
our Institute conducts in collaboration with İnönü 
University, was launched with an opening ceremony 

held in Turgut Özal Congress and Cul-
tural Centre. The opening ceremony 
where the richness of Turkish language 
is emphasised, lectures on “Globalisa-
tion, Language Policies and Turkish as 
a Foreign Language” were given. As 
commemorations we organise in various 
countries in the 95th admission year of the 
March of Independence continue, Sultan 
Abdülaziz Art Exhibition we opened in 
Vienna was significant as it featured the 
first known paintings by the Ottoman Sul-

tan Abdülaziz, who was also a poet and a composer. 
In this issue, in “Our Windows Opening to the World” 
section, we would like to introduce Sarajevo centre, 
our first centre abroad and Fojnica Yunus Emre Ensti-
tüsü one of the three centres in Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
and cover this country that bears the ancient traces 
of Ottoman Empire. We believe that the interview we 
held with Turkish Folklore Expert Prof. Dr. M. Öcal 
Oğuz, his intellectual and academic career will draw 
interest featured in the widely followed interview se-
ction of our newsletter. Hope to see you in new issues 
in this journey that began with a new greeting, with 
love...

Dear Yunus Emre Enstitüsü readers,
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 YUNUS EMRE ENSTİTÜSÜ Culture Centers
A
•   Afghanistan - Kabul
•   Algeria - Algeris
•   Albania - Shkodër
•   Albania - Tiran
•   Austria - Vienna
•   Azerbaijan - Baku
B
•   Belgium - Brussels
•   Bosnia Herzegovina - Mostar
•   Bosnia Herzegovina - Fojnica
•   Bosnia Herzegovina - Sarajevo
C
•   Croatia - Zagreb
•   Cyprus - Nicosia Northern
E
•   Egypt - Alexandria

•   Egypt – Cairo
•   England - London
F
•   France - Paris
G
•   Germany - Berlin
•   Germany - Cologne
•   Georgia - Tbilisi
H
•   Hungary - Budapest
I
•   Iran - Tehran
•   Italy - Rome
J
•   Japan - Tokyo

K
•   Kazakhstan - Astana
•   Kosova - Prizren
•   Kosova - Peć
•   Kosova - Pristina
L
•   Lebanon - Beirut
M
•   Macedonia - Skopje
•   Malaysia - Kuala Lumpur
•   Moldova - Comrat
•   Montenegro - Podgorica
•   Morocco - Rabat
P
•   Palestine - Jerusalem
•   Poland - Warsaw

Q
•   Qatar - Doha
R
•   Romania - Constanta
•   Romania - Buncharest
•   Russia – Kazan
S
•   Serbia - Belgrade
•   Sudan - Khartoum
•   South Africa - Pretoria
T
•   The Netherlands – Amsterdam
U
•   Jordan - Amman
•   USA - Maryland
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Our Windows Opening to the World
CENTERS

Fojnica 
YUNUS EMRE ENSTITÜSÜ
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Sarajevo Yunus Emre Enstitüsü
The first centre of Yunus Emre Enstitüsü, cur-
rently providing services in 45 centres in 37 
countries, Sarajevo Yunus Emre Enstitüsü was 
opened on October 17th 2009 by Turkish Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs at the time and current 
Prime Minister Prof. Dr. Ahmet Davutoğlu.

More than six thousand students in Bosnia-Her-
zegovina state schools learn Turkish as part of 
“My Preference Turkish Project” conducted by 
Yunus Emre Enstitüsü since 2011. All students 
who learn Turkish are provided with the bo-
ok-sets titled Let's Learn Turkish by Turkish Re-
public Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
The largest April 23rd celebrations held abroad 
are organised annually in Bosnia-Herzegovina 

as part of the project under the auspices of 
Turkish Embassy, and as Turkish Representa-
tive Committee is the main sponsor. Six thou-
sand people attended the event held in Zenica 
city in 2015. The Institute continues its acade-
mic operations with Turcology departments in 
four different universities.

Various events as book promotions, bull ses-
sions, film screenings, art and photography 
exhibitions, and conferences are organised 
in Bosnia-Herzegovina on a weekly basis. In 
addition, the Institute participates in nume-
rous festivals. Sarajevo Yunus Emre Enstitü-
sü continues its operations with 22 personnel 
and around seven thousand students, and will 
move to its new office building on June 1st 2016.
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Fojnica Yunus Emre Enstitüsü
Fojnica Yunus Emre Enstitüsü has been pro-
viding services since October 2011 in its buil-
ding featuring two classrooms, a conference 
hall and a library built in sister city Fojnica by 
Ümraniye Municipality.
Turkish certificate courses aimed at both adults 
and children have been organized in our 

centre since 2011. Various courses that promo-
te Turkish culture are held as well as Turkish 
courses. Marbling, felt, ribbon embroidery, wi-
re-work, and traditional Turkish home cooking 
courses have been organized since centre 
opening. Our centre hosts numerous activities 
as book launches, film screenings, concerts, 
conferences, and exhibitions.
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Turkish Coordinator
He was born on 25th June 1989 in Kırşehir. He studied 
in Gazi University Department of Turkish Instruction. 
He completed his graduate degree in Gazi University 
in the field of Teaching Turkish to Foreigners between 
2011-2013. He has been a part of  Yunus Emre Ensti-
tüsü since 2013.

Sarajevo Yunus Emre Enstitüsü Deputy Director
He was born in 1986 in Ankara. He completed his un-
dergraduate degree in Erciyes University Department 
of Turkish Instruction. He has been the Deputy Direc-
tor of Sarajevo Yunus Emre Enstitüsü since April 2013.

Turcology and Culture-Arts Coordinator
He was born in Kastamonu in 1985. He completed his 
education in Ankara Gazi University Department of 
Turkish Instruction. He has been Turcology and Cultu-
re-Arts Coordinator in Sarajevo Yunus Emre Enstitüsü 
since October 6th, 2014.

Education Coordinator
She was born in Sakarya on 29th May 1988. After gra-
duating from Selçuk University Department of Turkish 
Instruction, she completed her graduate degree in the 
field of Teaching Turkish to Foreigners in Gazi Univer-
sity. She has been working in Yunus Emre Enstitüsü 
since 2011.

Mustafa Ilgar

Mustafa Yıldız

M. Sedat Sert

Beyza Koç

Sarajevo
Yunus Emre Enstitüsü

Sarajevo Yunus Emre Enstitüsü Director
He was born in 1981 in Tokat. He had his undergraduate degree in 
Vienna Technical University Department of Computer Engineering in 
2007 and his graduate degree in Industrial and Information Enginee-
ring at the same university in 2008. He has been the director of Saraje-
vo Yunus Emre Enstitüsü since April 2014.

Mehmet Akif Yaman
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Instructor
Born in Visegrad on July 30th 1989, she completed her 
undergraduate degree in Department of Turkish Lan-
guage and Literature in 2013 in Sarajevo. She comp-
leted her graduate degree also in Sarajevo in 2015. 
She has been working as an instructor in Yunus Emre 
Enstitüsü since October 12th 2015.

Instructor
He was born in Zenica in 1986. He graduated from 
University of Zenica Department of Turkish Language 
and Literature in 2010. He has been working as an ins-
tructor in Sarajevo Yunus Emre Enstitüsü since August 
2012.

Sanela Karcıć

Adnan Kadrıć

Secretary / Tuzla Derviš Susić Library Attendant
Born in Bosnia-Herzegovina in 1982, she graduated 
from Faculty of Philosophy Department of Turkish Lan-
guage and Literature. She had a graduate degree in 
linguistics. She started working in Yunus Emre Ensti-
tüsü in 2012.

Press and Public Relations Supervisor
He was born in Çorum in 1984. He is currently stud-
ying in the Department of Public Administration in 
Anadolu University Faculty of Open University. He has 
been in charge of Press and Public Relations in Saraje-
vo Yunus Emre Enstitüsü since 2012.

Accountant
She was born in Bosnia-Herzegovina G. Vakuf in 1980. 
She graduated from University of Sarajevo Depart-
ment of Politics in 2008. She has been working as an 
accountant in Sarajevo Yunus Emre Enstitüsü since 
2009.

Secretary & Interpreter
She was born in Sarajevo in 1991. She graduated from 
University of Sarajevo Department of Turkish Langua-
ge and Literature in 2012. She has been working as an 
interpreter and secretary since August 2012.

Elmedina Husejnovıć- Mahmutovıć

Şehmuz Altın

Mersiha Filipović

Azra Ibrulj

Administrative Officer
He was born in Germany on March 29th 1969. He made 
efforts to make Turkish a second foreign language in 
schools in Bosnia-Herzegovina. He has been working 
in Sarajevo Yunus Emre Enstitüsü since 2011.

Ümit Avcı
Instructor
She was born in Sarajevo in 1990. She graduated from 
University of Sarajevo Department of Turkish Langua-
ge and Literature in 2012. She completed her gradu-
ate degree in Istanbul University Department of Tur-
kish Language and Literature in 2015. She has been 
working as a Turkish instructor in Sarajevo Yunus Emre 
Enstitüsü since October 2015.

Eldina Memıć
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Service Personnel
Born on November 1st 1985 in G. Vakuf, she graduated 
from University of Sarajevo Department of Sociology 
in 2015. She has been working in Yunus Emre Enstitü-
sü since 2012.

Cleaning Staff
She was born in Sarajevo in 1961. She graduated from 
technical school in 1981. She has been working as a 
cleaning and service staff in Yunus Emre Enstitüsü sin-
ce August 2009.

Cleaning Staff
She was born in Sarajevo in 1979. She completed 
Graphics Vocational High School in 1999. She has 
been working as a cleaning staff in Sarajevo Yunus 
Emre Enstitüsü since May 2012.

Hamdija Filipović

Zineta Basić

Samra Džaferović

Security
He was born in Rudo in 1979. He graduated from Hotel 
Management and Tourism Vocational High School in 
1979. He has been working as a security officer in Sa-
rajevo Yunus Emre Enstitüsü since October 2009.

Security
He was born in Varesh city of Bosnia-Herzegovina in 
1987. He graduated from Police Academy Faculty of 
Security Sciences in Ankara in 2010. He completed 
his master's degree in International Travnik University 
Faculty of Law on states and international law. He has 
been working in Sarajevo Yunus Emre Enstitüsü since 
2012.

Service Personnel & Logistics Supervisor
He was born in Sarajevo in 1984. He graduated from 
Agriculture, Veterinary Medicine and Food Karma 
Vocational High School Department of Agriculture Te-
chnician-ship. He has been working as a driver and 
service personnel since November 2012.

Almir Džaferović

Dženan Sadıković

Salmir Basić

Technical Staff & Security
He was born in Sarajevo in 1992. He completed Sara-
jevo Electrotechnic High School Department of Tele-
communications and Marketing in 2011. He currently 
studies in International Travnik University Department 
of Economy. He has been working as a Technical Staff 
and Security officer in Sarajevo Yunus Emre Enstitüsü 
since November 2012.

Adin Đozo

Technical Staff
He was born in Banja Luka in 1982. He continues his 
undergraduate degree in University of Sarajevo Fa-
culty of Machine Engineering. He has been working 
as a graphic designer and technical staff in Sarajevo 
Yunus Emre Enstitüsü since May 2011.

Almir Balčinović
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Accountant- Secretary
Born in Sarajevo on October 16th 1980, she completed 
University of Sarajevo Faculty of Economy Trade and 
Vocational College. She entered University of Trav-
nik Faculty of Business Administration and Tourism in 
2006 which she completed in 2008. She has been wor-
king as an accountant and secretary in Fojnica Yunus 
Emre Enstitüsü since 2011.

Anesa Hadžıć-Kućuk

Security-Technical Staff
He was born in Fojnica in 1970. He completed Univer-
sity of Sarajevo Faculty of Economy Trade and Vocatio-
nal College. He has been working as technical and se-
curity staff in Fojnica Yunus Emre Enstitüsü since 2011.

Cleaning Staff
She was born in Fojnica in 1979. She graduated from 
Department of Cooking in Tourism and Hotel Mana-
gement High School. She has been working as a cle-
aning staff in Fojnica Yunus Emre Enstitüsü since 2011.

Amir Kardaš

Nisveta Purišević

Local Instructor
He was born in Bugojno in 1991. He completed Uni-
versity of Sarajevo Faculty of Philosophy Department 
of Turkish Language and Literature in 2014. He has 
been working as a Turkish instructor in Fojnica Yunus 
Emre Enstitüsü since October 2015.

Mahir Pandžo

Fojnica
Yunus Emre Enstitüsü

Fojnica Yunus Emre Enstitüsü Supervisor
He was born in Hatay in 1987. He completed Fırat 
University Department of Turkish Instruction as a vale-
dic-torian in 2009. He has been working in Yunus Emre 
Enstitüsü since August 27th 2012.

Yunus Cunedioğlu
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OPENING HONOURED BY TURKISH PRESIDENT

Zagreb Yunus Emre Enstitüsü

Zagreb Yunus Emre Enstitüsü was opened 
on April 27th 2016 with a ceremony atten-
ded by Turkish President Recep Tayyip 

Erdoğan and Turkish ministers. 
In the opening speech Enstitü President Prof. 
Dr. Şeref Ateş thanked the President for his 
honouring, and continued as follows: “As Our 
President stated in Baku, as we open our bor-
ders to our neighbours without hesitating only 
because they are people and to preserve our 

humanity, we try to maintain these humanita-
rian values in Anatolia's blood and share the-
se with the whole world in Yunus Emre Ens-
titüsü centres. Yunus Emre Enstitüsü will do 
its best to carry out its task by strengthening 
the friendship between Turkish and Croatian 
societies, furthering the rooted relationship, 
establishing new bridges between artists and 
scientists, and teaching Turkish. I believe that 
the centuries-old relationship between Turkey 
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and Croatia will contribute in both regional 
and global peace, and I wish the friendship 
between the people to be permanent.”
President Erdoğan marked in his speech that 
they are witnessing an unusual moment with 
regard to cultural collaboration. 
Addressing Enstitü's culture, art and educa-
tion operations abroad, Erdoğan underlined 
the cultural unity between the two nations. 
Materials prepared by the Enstitü are used 
both in Enstitü's courses and institutions whe-
re Turkish instruction is offered, Erdoğan said, 
“I think our job in Croatia will be easy. There 
are around two thousand common words; we 
can add to these and facilitate speaking.” 
Pointing out that there is a good number of 

common words in Turkish and Croatian, Er-
doğan spoke as follows:
The term 'ortak' (partner) is an expression 
of our partnership in itself. Today, there are 
around two thousand common words used 
in daily Croatian. 'Hajde' (come on) is 'hay-
di', 'yastuk' (pillow) is 'yastık' in Turkish; it is 
referred to as 'yastuk' in Black Sea region. 
'Çarapa' (sock) is çorap, 'bubrek' (kidney) is 
böbrek and boya (colour), çay (tea), badem 
(almond), çizme (boot) are just a few examp-
les. Zagreb Yunus Emre Enstitüsü will offer 
our Croatian friends who take interest in Tur-
kish the opportunity to learn Turkish as well 
as promoting Turkish culture and arts. Yunus 
Emre Enstitüsü will also further the cultural 
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exchange between the two countries, and ce-
ment our friendship.”
I consider this meaningful opening to be sig-
nificant”
Erdoğan spoke as follows: “I consider the 
inauguration of Yunus Emre Enstitü centre in 
Zagreb to be significant. It is truly appealing 
to open the centre today, in the 100th anniver-
sary of Croatia accepting Islam as an official 
religion. I wish it to be beneficial, and cut the 
ribbon with this wish and prayer. Allah, Bis-
millah.” Croatian Minister of Foreign Affairs 

Dr. Miro Kovic also took the floor in the ope-
ning. Kovic, addressing the past and depth 
of the historical relationship between Turkey 
and Croatia, said these ties will be furthered 
by Yunus Emre Enstitüsü opened in Zagreb.
Opening was attended by Turkish Deputy Pri-
me Minister Yalçın Akdoğan, Turkish Minister 
of Culture and Tourism Mahir Ünal, Turkish 
Minister of Justice Bekir Bozdağ, Croatian De-
puty Minister of Culture, diplomats, and dis-
tinguished guests, and was widely covered 
by Croatian press.
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"From Constantinople

With official opening of Zagreb Yunus 
Emre Enstitüsü, the exhibition titled 
From Constantinople to Istanbul from 

mid-19th Century to 20th Century Bosporus 
Photography Exhibition met with art lovers on 
April 27th 2016.
Exhibition opening was attended by Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, Turkish De-
puty Prime Minister Yalçın Akdoğan, Turkish 
Minister of Culture and Tourism Mahir Ünal, 
Turkish Minister of Justice Bekir Bozdağ, Cro-
atian Deputy Minister of Culture, diplomats 
and numerous distinguished guests. Curated 
by M. Sinan Genim, selected from Suna and 

İnan Kıraç Foundation Photography Collecti-
on and featuring works by photography mas-
ters who started working in Istanbul around 
mid-19th century, From Constantinople to Is-
tanbul: Bosporus Photographs from mid-19th 

Century to 20th Century exhibition reveals 
the Istanbul of a period with its impressive 
buildings, daily life and interesting charac-
ters. The ties between Turkey and Croatia get 
stronger each day thanks to joint operations 
held. This important exhibition is realized in 
order to remind the ties established from past 
to our day to the younger generations and to 
share this background with them.

TO ISTANBUL BOSPORUS PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBITION" 
OPENED IN ZAGREB



YUNUS EMRE ENSTİTÜSÜ BULLETIN

22  ❖ MARCH-APRIL 2016

Constanza Yunus Emre Enstitüsü hos-
ted “Traditional Turkish Jewellery 
and Silk Cocoon Workshops” com-

menced on February 15th, 2016 led by qu-
alified instructor Şengül Çınar.
Turkish Embassy to Constanza, Edirne 
Public Training Centre and Art Evening 
School collaborated for the event in which 
participants separated into four groups. 
Workshops drew interest from all age 
groups, and various accessories made by 
using silk cocoon and felt, and handma-
de jewellery were presented to art-lovers 
in Constanza. At the end of workshops, 
trainees' authentic works combining silk 
cocoon, felt and jewellery were exhibited.

The exhibition depic-
ting the story of cons-
truction and opening 

of German Fountain, a 
symbol of the personal 
friend-ship between Otto-
man Sultan Abdülhamid 
II and German Emperor 
Wilhelm II and the Tur-
kish-German solidarity in 
that period, was open for 
visit in Berlin Yunus Emre 
Enstitüsü between January 
20th and February 10th 2016.

Traditional Turktish Jewellery

Istanbul German Fountain
Fountain located in Istanbul Sul-
tanahmet Square has the form of 
water-tanks in Turkish mosques. 

All construction costs of the water 
monument were covered by Wil-
helm II and parts and decorations 
of the fountain were produced in 
Germany and sent to Istanbul. 

The fountain was opened on Ja-
nuary 27th, 1901 after three-years 

of construction.

PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBITION

AND SILK COCOON INTRODUCED IN CONSTANZA
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Nicosia Yunus Emre Enstitüsü organized 
a bull session on “Turkish Cypriot Lite-
rature”.

Researcher-Writer Harid Fedai with books on 
Turkish Cypriot Literature was the lecturer in 
the conference. Fedai informed the audience 
on the journey of Turkish language and lite-
rature which arrived on the island following 
the Ottoman conquest of Cyprus in 1571, and 
Divan poets' contributions in Cyprus in Tur-
kish literature centred on Istanbul.
Some of the most prized figures in Turkish 
literature as Namık Kemal, Ziya Pasha, and 
Rıza Tevfik travelled to the island for various 
reasons, and their literary endeavours here 
and contributions of particularly Namık Ke-
mal to literary figures and activities on the 
island were discussed. Event ended with a 
Q&A session.

Tehran Yunus Emre Enstitüsü organized 
an excursion to Tehran Carpet Museum 
on February 12th 2016 as part of Social 

Responsibility Mission aimed at Turkish stu-
dents in Tehran and their families. Iranian 
trainees learning Turkish in Tehran Yunus 
Emre Enstitüsü attended the excursion alon-
gside Turkish students.
Tehran Yunus Emre Enstitüsü Culture-Arts Co-
ordinator Eyyüp Azlal said the following on 
Tehran Carpet Museum excursion: “Carpet 
and rugs are the reflections of the common 
culture of Turkey and Iran. This is why we ne-
eded to see this museum visited by both Tur-
kish and Iranian students who observed the 
patterns on the carpets and touched them.”

TEHRAN EXCURSIONCarpet Museum

BULL SESSION“Turkish Cypriot Literature”
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CONCERT

Çengnâme

A Çengnâme concert was held in Stutt-
gart Linden Museum by collaboration 
of Cologne Yunus Emre Enstitüsü and 

Stuttgart Linden Museum. Yunus Emre Ensti-
tüsü President Prof. Dr. Şeref Ateş remarked 
in his speech that Yunus Emre Enstitüsü was 
established to enable better understanding 
between societies and they aim to forge links 
between Turkish and world cultures. Linden 
Museum Director Prof. Ines de Castro thanked 
Yunus Emre Enstitüsü for their contributions. 
The performance of prominent Turkish harp 
virtuoso Şirin Pancaroğlu who received a clas-
sical music education and Bora Uymaz drew 
considerable interest of German and Turkish 

Born in Ankara in 1969, Şirin Pancaroğlu had 
her bachelor's degree in Geneva Conser-
vatory in Europe, and her master's degree 
in University of Indiana Faculty of Music in 

the USA. Pancaroğlu who has made efforts to 
reanimate the lost instrument, Ottoman-Turkish 

harp “çeng” since 2007, released the album 
Cafe Tango with Bora Uymaz which aims to 

revive tango tradition.

music-lovers. The artists were presented with 
flowers by Prof. Dr. Şeref Ateş and Prof. Dr. De 
Castro at the end of the performance.

Who is Şirin Pancaroğlu? 



A poetry night with the title “Sound of Love 
in Caspian” was organized by collabo-
ration of Azerbaijan Ministry of Culture 

and Baku Yunus Emre Enstitüsü.
The event held in Nizami Kino Centre was at-
tended by Turkish Ambassador to Baku İsmail 
Alper Coşkun, Members of Azerbaijan Parli-
ament Ganire Pashaeva and Ferec Qulieva, 
representatives of Turkish institutions and or-
ganizations, and art-lovers in Baku.
“Savalan” music ensemble performed in the 
night in which poems by Nesimi, Fuzuli, Yunus 
Emre, Nazım Hikmet, Âşık Veysel, Atilla İlhan, 

Bedri Rahmi Eyüboğlu, Cemal Safi, Abdürra-
him Karakoç, Ahmet Cevat, Hüseyin Nihal At-
sız, Bahattin Karakoç, Mikayıl Müşfik and Bah-
tiyar Vahapzade were read by actors.
Baku Ambassador Coşkun who made a spee-
ch at the end of the event, underlined that this 
kind of organizations should become traditio-
nal. 
Baku Yunus Emre Enstitüsü Director İbrahim 
Yıldırım expressed their excitement and pride 
in organizing an event that demonstrates the 
statement “One nation, two states” used for 
Azerbaijan and Turkey.

“Sound of Love in Caspian”
POETRY NIGHT
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Alparslan Babaoğlu Marbling Exhibition was 
opened on February 17th 2016 by collabora-
tion of Warsaw Yunus Emre Enstitüsü and 

Warsaw Ancient Artefacts Main Archive.
The opening speech of the event held in War-
saw Ancient Artefacts Main Archive Historical 
Ballroom was made by Turkish Republic Charge 
D'affaires İstem Cırcıroğlu who pointed out the 
international significance of culture and arts acti-
vities. Dr. Hubert Ways thanked Yunus Emre Ens-
titüsü for their cooperation and marbling master 
Alparslan Babaoğlu.
Director of the Institute Öztürk Emiroğlu marked 
in his speech that marbling was known in Poland 
in the past however it was forgotten in time.

Cologne Yunus Emre Enstitüsü and Linden 
Ethnography Museum collaborated for 
the Karagöz (Traditional Turkish Shadow 

Play). The show held as part of World Pup-
pet Art Exhibition, shadow plays from various 
cultures were performed as well as figures in 
Turkish shadow plays. 

Shadow play artist Cengiz Özek organized 
a Puppet Art Workshop for adults on the first 
day of the event. On the second day a Turkish 
Shadow Play-Karagöz introduction and per-
formance was held. Özek performed the plays 
Trash Monster and Enchanted Tree next to Ka-
ragöz. The theatregoers of all ages in Stuttgart 
applauded the artist's performance.

ALPARSLAN BABAOĞLU

Marbling Exhibition

IN LINDEN ETHNOGRAPHY MUSEUMShadow Play

IN WARSAW
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Cologne Yunus Emre Enstitüsü hosted the 
Turkish Western Classical Music concert 
by world-famous pianist Gülsin Onay 

and her son Erkin Onay. Director of Institute 
Yılmaz Bulut who made an opening speech 
marked that they attach importance to local 
collaboration that their institutes make and 
furthering the intercultural ties. Pieces by Tur-
kish composers such as Ahmet Adnan Saygun 
and Ekrem Zeki Ün were performed as well 
as  compositions by W. Amadeus Mozart and 
Giuseppe Donizetti. The audience was de-
eply moved by the harmony and mastery of 
the performance by mother and son duo. The 
second performance in Münster was held on 
the occasion of the 100th establishment anni-
versary of Turkish-German Friendship Society 
1916 Association.

Tehran Yunus Emre Enstitüsü hosted the 
opening of the art exhibition titled Yedite-
pe Istanbul by Persian artist Roya Sadeg-

hi on February 18th 2016.  Tehran Yunus Emre 
Enstitüsü Deputy Director Cem Sevindik, Cul-
ture-Arts Coordinator Eyyüp Azlal and Artist 
Roya Sadeki opened the exhibition.
The artist that deals with the common culture 
in Turkey and Iran in his paintings, marked 
that this was inspired by the Turkish courses 
he attended to. He artist expressed his desire 
to open an exhibition in Istanbul and Yeditepe 
Istanbul art exhibition will bring him luck to 
realize this dream. 
Exhibition that gives clues on historic and tou-
rist destinations in Istanbul is presented to the 
taste of art lovers in Tehran  until February 25th 

2016.

EXHIBITION

Turkish Western Classical Music
CONCERT BY GÜLSIN ONAY AND HER SON ERKIN ONAY
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SUMMIT

Yunus Emre Enstitüsü attended Internati-
onal Eurasia Higher Education Summit 
(EURIE) held between February 17th -19th  

in Haliç Congress Centre in Turkey.

EURAS- Eurasia Union of Universities foun-
der and chairman, and İstanbul Aydın Uni-
versity Chairman of the Board of Trustees Dr. 
Mustafa Aydın made the opening speech in 
the event.

Following the speeches, Philippines Minister 
of Higher Education Dr. Patricia B. Licuanan 
made a presentation on gender discriminati-
on in education for the audience.

“Yunus Emre Enstitüsü plays an important 
role in Turkish Instruction”  
Yunus Emre Enstitüsü Vice President Şaban Ço-
banoğlu made the opening speech of the pa-
nel titled “Turkish Becoming an International 
Language and Turkish Instruction” as the panel 
chair. Addressing the significance of the langua-
ge-culture context, Çobanoğlu spoke as follows: 
“It is essential to produce and present Turkish 
sources. The developing countries utilize and 
learn knowledge; developed countries produce 
it. Now we will both learn and utilize but most 
importantly produce knowledge. Yunus Emre 
Enstitüsü plays an important role in Turkish ins-
truction.”

YUNUS EMRE ENSTITÜSÜ ATEURIE
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Cologne Yunus Emre Enstitüsü became a 
partner in “Trabzon with all its Aspects” 
festival held on February 24th, 2016. 

The opening of the festival organized in Dort-
mund was attended by Republic of Turkey 
Minister of Labour and Social Security Süley-
man Soylu, Dortmund Mayor Ulrich Sireau 
and numerous music-lovers.
A popular singer name in Turkish pop music, 
Yusuf Güney met with his fans in Westfallen-
halle in the concert. Artist presented the au-
dience with a selection from his songs, and 
entertained his fans with the jokes he told. 
Festival on Trabzon and its vicinity, the sister 
city of Dortmund since 2014, received a great 
deal of attention from Dortmund locals.

Beirut Yunus Emre Enstitüsü hosted 
the exhibition “Tulip in Turkish Social 
Life” between February 22nd-26th 

The exhibition opening ceremony was at-
tended by Turkish Embassy to Beirut Un-
dersecretary Bekir Utku Atahan, Director 
of Beirut Yunus Emre Enstitüsü and Briga-
dier General Amir Khaled representing 
Lebanese Armed Forces. Tulip has major 
significance for Turkish arts, history, cultu-
re and daily life and best tulip examples 
that marked Turkish art and culture life 
throughout the history were presented to 
Lebanese people.

DORTMUNDYusuf Güney Concert in

IN TURKISH SOCIAL LIFE EXHIBITIONTulip
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Organized in Dortmund in partnership 
with Yunus Emre Enstitüsü, Feluka mu-
sic band gave a concert and perfor-

med Black Sea folk songs as part of “Trab-
zon In Every Aspect” Festival. The selection 
comprised of emotional and dynamic folk 
songs inspired great interest. Audience had 
emotional moments and also enjoyed them-
selves dancing the Black Sea region folk 
dance horon.

Vienna Yunus Emre Enstitüsü organized 
the third of Turkish Movie Night on Feb-
ruary 24th 2016 and the film Pandora''nın 

Kutusu was presented to the taste of the cine-
ma-lovers as part of the event.  
In the 2008 drama directed by Yeşim Ustaoğlu, 
three middle-class brothers in their mid-lives 
living in different areas of Istanbul, each de-
aling with a distinct problem stranded in their 
lives, get together after receiving a phone call 
from the village they were born and raised in 
on the mountains of Western Black Sea region.
Event ended with treats offered to the partici-
pants.

MET WITH THE AUDIENCE

BLACK SEA BREEZE FROM Grup Feluka

“Pandora'nın Kutusu”

Feluka Band 
Feluka meaning small fishing boat, 
carries the image of the region. Band 
performs Black Sea folk songs in a di-
verse style by combining kemancha 
with modern instruments.
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Bucharest Yunus Emre Enstitüsü, 
held the opening of Artist Betül 
Burnaz's exhibition titled Gap in 

the Circulation.
Director of Institute Tuna Balkan than-
ked Artist Betül Burnaz in his opening 
speech, and expressed their aim as 
strengthening the relations betwe-
en Turkey and Romania which have 
significantly improved both in cultu-
re-arts and other fields. 
Exhibition that features works synt-
hesizing the traditional with the mo-
dern, underlines that Turkey is a me-
eting point of the East and West.

A cooking competition was organi-
zed for Turkish trainees on Feb-
ruary 25th, Thursday in Pristina 

Yunus Emre Enstitüsü.
The trainees both displayed their coo-
king skills and introduced dishes from 
Kosovan cuisine in the competition. A 
jury of four tasted all the meals indivi-
dually however upon liking every dish, 
the first, second and third runner-ups 
were determined by lot. Students who 
did not compete were also invited to 
the event where more than 40 dishes 
each more delicious than the next 
were exhibited in the competition held 
in a colourful atmosphere.

EXHIBITION IN BUCHAREST

TASTES COMPETED

“Gap in the Circulation”

Kosovan
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25TH  INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION FAIR

Warsaw Yunus Emre Enstitüsü in 

Warsaw Yunus Emre Enstitüsü partici-
pated in the 25th  International Edu-
cation Fair held on February  26th 

and 27th 2016. 
Fair held in Warsaw Science and Culture Pa-
lace hosted high schools, universities, other 
private and public educational institutions in 
various cities in Poland. Warsaw Yunus Emre 
Enstitüsü handed brochures in the fair provi-
ding information on Turkish courses, Turkish 
Proficiency Test and culture and arts activi-

ties of the Institute, and introduced Sound 
of Turkish Radio. By exchanging information 
with other institutions and organizations, bul-
letins were distributed to participants curious 
on Yunus Emre Enstitü's operations.

Director of Institute Assoc. Prof. Dr. Öztürk 
Emiroğlu informed Studia TV and Campus 
Radio and TV on scholarships and univer-
sities in Turkey, and answered the questions 
on Turkey and Turkish culture.
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A bull session and opening of the exhibi-
tion on Mimar Sinan was held by Teh-
ran Yunus Emre Enstitüsü in collabora-

tion with Islamic Countries Cultural Institute 
(ECO).
Event was attended by ECO President İftihar 
Hüseyin Arif, Tehran Yunus Emre Enstitüsü Di-
rector Assoc. Prof. Dr. Şamil Öçal, Tajikistan 
Ambassador to Tehran Nimetullah İmamza-
de, Afghanistan Ambassador to Tehran Na-
sır Ahmednur, Iran İslamic Countries Bureau 
Ambassador and Uzbek Cultural Attaches in 
Tehran. ECO President Arif said the following 
in his speech: “Architecture is a distinct form 
of art. The artist first envisages the work, 

then realizes it. Architect brings the work to 
life. Today we commemorate Mimar Sinan,  
a master architect in the Islam world. He is 
an architect of the Islamic world who set an 
example.” Director of Institute Assoc. Prof. 
Dr. Şamil Öçal marked that Mimar Sinan's 
works are works of Islam civilization and the 
works of Mimar Sinan on the lands ruled by 
the Ottoman, especially the mosques reflect 
the “Islamic Tawhid” conception, inspired by 
numerous works in Islamic countries and cre-
ated a new synthesis. After the bull session in 
which Mehdi Gülçin Arifi gave a lecture, an 
exhibition featuring 33 works by Mimar Sinan 
was opened.

BULL SESSION AND EXHIBITION IN TEHRAN

"Mimar Sinan"
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Beirut Yunus Emre Enstitüsü hosted a con-
ference by Turkish Ministry of Culture 
and Tourism Istanbul State Turkish Mu-

sic Ensemble Vocalist Dr. Aylin Şengün Taşçı 
on female composer of the Ottoman and Re-
public periods Leyla Saz.
In the conference held on March 1st 2016 on 
the occasion of “International Women's Day”, 
Dr. Taşçı shared important information on 
Miss Leyla with substantial experience on 
the cultural structures of both Istanbul and 
the country due to the diverse environment 
she lived in all her life. Dr. Taşçı explained in 
detail the musical career and memoirs of Tur-
kish female composer, poet and writer Miss 
Leyla, and conference ended with Dr. Taşçı's 
performance of artist's songs accompanied 
by Şelale Music Ensemble.

The opening of the exhibition titled Jo-
int Decoration and Art Exhibition fea-
turing works by members of İdeman 

and Deyyad art group, was held in Feb-
ruary 29th in Tehran Yunus Emre Enstitüsü.
The exhibition Joint Decoration and Art 
Exhibition featuring works by members of 
Dey-Yad and İdeman group was opened 
by Tehran Yunus Emre Enstitüsü Director 
Assoc. Dr. Şamil Öçal, Culture-Arts Coor-
dinator Eyyüp Azlal and artists  Fatemeh 
Karamad, Pervaneh Darabi and Fatemeh 
Ghanbari.
Exhibition with a distinct theme deals with 
ordinary objects  from everyday life, pain-
tings and various home decoration items 
from past to our day.

IN TEHRAN

“Joint Decoration and Art Exhibition”

COMMEMORATED IN BEIRUTLeyla Saz
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Organized by collaboration of Berlin Yu-
nus Emre Enstitüsü, Turkish Embassy to 
Berlin Educational Consultancy, Ge-

neral Centre for Multilingualism and Berlin 
Multilingualism Research Centre, internati-
onal symposium “The Future of Multilingu-
alism in German Educational System: The 
State of Turkish and Russian Languages in 
Schools” was held on March 3rd and 4th, 2016. 
Yunus Emre Enstitüsü President Prof. Dr. Şe-
ref Ateş made a speech in the opening of 
the symposium participated by prized scien-
tists reputed in their fields with considerable 
research on bilingualism, instruction of a fo-

reign language and mother language fields 
who made presentations on multilingualism.
On March 3rd and 4th numerous experts in 
the field of multilingualism participated in 
the events in Turkish Embassy and General 
Centre for Multilingualism from educational 
institutions, from educational policy field 
and immigrant societies. Minister of Migrati-
on, Refugees and Adaptation Aydan Özoğuz 
and education experts  Prof. Dr. Jim Cum-
mins from University of Toronto,  Prof. Dr. 
Hans Reich from University of Koblenz-Lan-
dau, and Prof. Dr. Mehmet Ali Akıncı from 
Rouen University were among participants.

President Şeref Ateş 
AT MULTILINGUALISM SYMPOSIUM
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Skopje Yunus Emre Enstitüsü made the 
opening of the last of Ottoman Influ-
ence in Macedonia exhibitions held 

between the dates of March 3rd and 13th 2016.
Exhibition curated by Museum of Macedo-
nia Official Daniela Nikolova and organized 
in Cifte Hammam in Skopje Turkish Bazaar, 
was opened by collaboration of Skopje Yu-
nus Emre Enstitüsü, Kumanova Museum and 
other museums in Macedonia.
In the last of the exhibitions opened with the 
same title twice in 2014 and 2015, the guests 
were presented with the accessories and va-
luable art objects exhibited in museums out-
side of Skopje in Macedonia.
Opening ceremony of the exhibition was 

attended by Turkish Ambassador to Skop-
je Ömür Şölendil, Macedonian Minister of 
State Furkan Çako, Macedonian Minister of 
Culture Undersecretary Behicuddin Şehabi, 
International Balkan University Rector Prof. 
Dr. İsmail Kocayusufoğlu, representatives 
of non-governmental organizations, acade-
micians, executive chiefs and numerous art 
lovers.
Skopje Yunus Emre Enstitüsü Director Assoc. 
Prof. Dr. Mehmet Samsakçı marked in his 
opening speech that the project launched 
two years ago underlines and proves that 
the Ottoman civilization was a construction 
and improvement civilization and thanked 
all who contributed in this project.

Ottoman Influence
IN MACEDONIA EXHIBITION
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Warsaw Yunus Emre Enstitüsü and 
Albaraka Türk Polish Ancient Ar-
tefacts Main Archive collaborated 

for the Ornamentation and Caligraphy Ex-
hibiton between the dates o March 3rd and 
24th 2016. Opening speeches were given by 
Warsaw Yunus Emre Enstitüsü Director As-
soc. Prof. Dr. Öztürk Emiroğlu and  Polish 
Ancient Artefacts Main Archive Director Dr. 
Hubert Wajs. Emiroğlu said in his speech 
that they aim to introduce traditional Turkish 
arts as marbling, ornamentation, and callig-
raphy. Uğur Derman discussed the historical 
development of calligraphy and the signifi-
cance it gained in the Ottoman period, wri-
ting techniques and  the masters who made 
the plates in the exhibition, and said “This 
writing technique that acquired an authentic 

character after the conquest of Istanbul in 
1453, gradually advanced until 20th century.” 
Prof. Dr. Çiçek Derman stressed the signifi-
cant points of ornamentation and calligrap-
hy, and shared the specifics of ornamenta-
tion art. He informed the audience on the 
selection of font and motifs in ornamentati-
on, the font sizes, colour harmony, the deve-
lopment of ornamentation by centuries, and 
the material used.

"Calligraphy Exhibition"
WARSAW ORNAMENTATION AND

Among the reading/writing tools, Islamic fonts 
of Arabic origin and Far Eastern fonts aestheti-

cally stand out.
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Pristina Yunus Emre Enstitüsü 
hosted a concert by Sounds of 
Kosovo Choir on the occasion 

of March 7th Kosovo Teachers' Day 
and March 8th International Wo-
men's Day.
In the concert attended by Turkish 
Ambassador to Pristina Kıvılcım 
Kılıç, Kosovo Minister of Public Ad-
ministration Mahir Yağcılar, Kosovo 
Parliament Member Müferra Şinik 
and numerous guests, Rumelian 
folk songs, Prizren folk songs and 
traditional Turkish music pieces as 
Yemeni Song were performed.

Doha Yunus Emre Enstitüsü introduced 
Turkish coffee representing Turkey, in the 
coffee promotion fair titled “My Coffee 

My Identity”.
The event that took start on March 3rd 2016 in 
Katara Culture Village located in Doha capital 
of Qatar, hosted coffee-lovers for five days. 
In fair opening ceremony attended by Turkish 
Ambassador to Doha Ahmet Demirok and 
representatives of other countries in Doha, the 
coffee species of 12 countries including Turkish 
coffee were promoted. The visitors were infor-
med on Turkish coffee culture and history as 
well as Turkey and Institute's activities.

INTRODUCED IN DOHATurkish Coffee

Women's Day CONCERT IN PRISTINA
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Turkish citizen of Sephardic origin Artist 
Terry Katalan introduces to the art lovers 
with 21 collages in which she combined 

dried flowers with oil paint in the exhibition 
titled Mother Nature. Organized by London 
Yunus Emre Enstitüsü with support from Tur-
kish Consulate General to London, the exhi-
bition was opened on the evening of March 
4th 2016 with a reception  attended by Turkish 
Ambassador and Turkish Consul General to 
London, London Cervantes Institute Director, 
and numerous guests. Exhibition Mother Na-
ture received support from London Cervan-
tes Institute and points to the incontestable 
significance and contributions of women to 
the society on the occasion of “International  
Women's Day”.  Art exhibition Mother Nature 

features paintings each more colourful than 
the next which demonstrate the magic of Mo-
ther Nature and her perfect harmony with the 
colours, and works are presented to the taste 
of art lovers in London in London Yunus Emre 
Enstitüsü.

Mother Nature

Who is Terry Katalan?
Artist Katalan's works are inspired by the 

lurid natures of İstanbul where she was born 
and raised in, and Barcelona she lived in for 

many years, and she introduces a distinct 
breath of culture, history and nature to her 

works in which she reflects the spirits of the-
se two magnificent Mediterranean cities.

EXHIBITION OPENED IN LONDON
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Peace Convoy

YUNUS EMRE ENSTİTÜSÜ BÜLTENİ

VISITED SACRED PLACES IN ISTANBUL
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As part of History On-site Project carried 
out by Yunus Emre Enstitüsü in colla-
boration with Hacettepe University 

Department of Peace Studies and Innsbruck 
University between February 29th and Mar-
ch 5th 2016, the program “Holy Places of Is-
tanbul” ended. As part of the program, 25 
students from Turkey, India, Kenya, Norway, 
Libya, Afghanistan, Canada, Nigeria, In-

donesia, Ghana, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Bul-
garia, Kirghizia, Ukraine, Moldova, Azer-
baijan, Gambia and TRNC visited places 
as Topkapı Palace Museum, Hagia Sophia 
Museum, Hagia Irene Museum, Little Ha-
gia Sophia Mosque, Galata Mevlevi Lod-
ge, Neve Shalom Synagogue, Süleymaniye 
Mosque, Armenian Patriarchate, Eyüp Sul-
tan Mosque, Roum Orthodox Patriarchate, 
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Panorama 1453 Museum and Grand Bazaar, 
accompanied by expert guides. 
The aim of History On-site project is to allow 
students from different cultures to witness the 
tolerance in Anatolia nourished by various 
faiths for centuries and the civilization ba-
ckground created in a peaceful and serene 
environment blossomed from this tolerance. 

Following the week-long Istanbul trip, Peace 
Convoy said goodbye to Turkey in a dinner 
event organized in Legacy Ottoman Hotel on 
March 5th, 2016. President of Yunus Emre Ens-
titüsü Prof. Dr. Şeref Ateş made an opening 
speech in the dinner event held in honour of 
Peace Convoy who visited the Sacred Places 
in Istanbul throughout the week.
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“Individuals are not even at peace with 
themselves within anymore. It is naturally 
the most difficult art to cohabit in societies 
comprised of selfish and self-centred indivi-
duals. Turkey’s cohabitation culture, mainly 
that of Istanbul, is a work of art. The reason 
why this art is performed aesthetically in 

Turkey is the people here today. They write 
the script of this artwork. Yunus Emre Ens-
titüsü takes close interest in these matters. 
The participants of this program learn about 
Turkey on site, by reading, seeing and touc-
hing the history for love, peace and for vari-
ous cultures to merge.”

President of Yunus Emre Enstitüsü Prof. Dr. Şeref Ateş 

Hacettepe University Master’s
Student Pallavi Kaushal

By reminding UNESCO’s motto of “Peace 
begins when individuals take action”, 

Kaushal spoke as follows: “I would like to 
change the notion that ‘Peace begins in 

people’s minds,’. We must take action and 
work on it. At this point, now is the right 
time to do something. Here, I try to keep 
an open mind to different ideas, different 
aspects of people from different nations 
whom I spend time with. The possibility 
of achieving peace increases this way. 

This is what I have experienced in my time 
in Istanbul. I met people holding various 

views. I visited mosques, synagogues and 
churches. Everybody here made time for 
us and we established a dialogue. This is 
a significant reason to achieve peace. This 
kind of operations and dialogues, constitute 
the base for a peace block to be formed for 

the future generations.”

Hacettepe University
Head of Department of Peace Studies

Assoc. Prof. Havva Kök Arslan

Arslan spoke as follows: “As part of History 
On-site project, we travelled to Istanbul in or-
der to witness and study how various cultures 
cohabited in the Ottoman period and we have 

all gained different points of view in the last 
week.” Pointing out that they visited Sacred 

Places in Istanbul, she added, “As we visited, 
we got the chance to hold discussions with 

representatives of sacred spaces of all faiths. 
Our aim is to write an academical book by 
combining our previous theoretical studies 
with the results obtained here. We are truly 
glad to have collaborated with Yunus Emre 

Enstitüsü in this context.”
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Bucharest Yunus Emre Enstitüsü hosted 
the traditional fruit soap, Turkish jewel-
lery and silk cocoon workshops launc-

hed on February 22nd, 2016 and led by quali-
fied instructor Şengül Çınar, in collaboration 
with Edirne Public Training Centre.
Faculty members and students of Bucharest 
University of Fine Arts, teachers and stu-
dents of Anghel Saligny High School, and 

numerous art-lovers participated in the work-
shops. Workshops drew interest of all age 
groups, and participants made various ac-
cessories using silk cocoon and felt, neckla-
ces and wristbands decorated with traditio-
nal patterns. 
Trainees were granted participation certifi-
cates and the artworks they made at the end 
of workshops.

Fruit Soap and Silk Cocoon
TRADITIONAL

WORKSHOP
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Folk songs and dances from various re-
gions in Anatolia and Rumelia met with 
Sarajevans. 

Organized by collaboration of Gaziantep 
University, İpek Yolu Development Agen-
cy and Sarajevo Yunus Emre Enstitüsü, the 
event “Turkish Music Breeze in the Balkans” 
was held in Sarajevo capital of Bosnia-Her-
zegovina.
Event held in one of Sarajevo's major cul-
ture and performance halls Skenderija Dom 
Mladih Hall was attended by Turkish Ambas-

sador to Sarajevo Cihad Erginay,  Sarajevo 
Yunus Emre Enstitüsü Director Mehmet Akif 
Yaman, representatives of other Turkish ins-
titutions and organizations and nearly 1000 
guests.
The unforgettable event presented the au-
dience with exclusive examples of Turkish 
music from Anatolia and Rumelia regions. 
Turkish folk dances from various regions 
were performed and “aşuk-maşuk” show, a 
whirling  show  that is an essential part of 
Sufism aroused interest of the audience.

Turkish MusicNIGHT IN SARAJEVO
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Prizren Yunus Emre Enstitüsü hosted the 
concert titled “Turkish Music Breeze in 
the Balkans” on March 10th Thursday.  

Held in Prizren Xhemajli Berisha Culture 
House and performed by Gaziantep Univer-
sity Turkish Music State Conservatory artists, 
the concert was attended by Turkish and Ko-
sovan representatives and numerous guests. 
Event continued with folk songs from Rume-
lia and various regions of Turkey. Ensemble 
of 35 conducted by Dr. Hakan Tatyüz, per-
formed folk dances as zeybek, seymen and 
horon as well as “Âşuk Maşuk”, “Sema ve 
Semah” shows.

Certificates were granted to 153 tra-
inees who completed the Turkish 
courses in Alexandria Yunus Emre 

Enstitüsü with success and to those who 
passed Turkish Proficiency Test and were 
qualified for TPT certificates on B2 and C1 
levels.
Director of the Institute of Mustafa Aydog-
du, said the following in his opening spe-
ech: “I hereby congratulate all the traine-
es who successfully completed our Turkish 
courses and were qualified for certificates 
at various levels, and I wish the friends-
hip bridges built through Turkish will be 
maintained”

Sixth Term
CERTIFICATE EXCITEMENT 

IN ALEXANDRIA

CONCERT IN PRIZRENTurkish Music
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Newroz Day and Festival on World In-
tangible Cultural Heritage List was 
celebrated in an event held in Tehran 

Yunus Emre Enstitüsü. Event that took start 
on March 10th lasted for two days. Events 
began with “Heftsin” ceremony and vocalist 
of Farabi Band, Ali İbrahimi explained the 
cultural and historical elements regarding 
Heftsin in Persian mythology. Following the 
speech by Institute Director Dr. Şamil Öçal, 
Culture-Arts Coordinator Eyyüp Azlal sha-
red the common cultural elements of Newroz 
in Iran and Turkey. Farabi Band Children’s 
Choir took the stage. Certificates of Appre-
ciation were granted to the artists at the end 
of the performance and a photo shoot took 
place. 
On the second day of the events, Turkish 

student Sara Aman read her Newroz poem. 
A performance by Anadolu’nun Sesi band 
followed. The conductor and vocalist of the 
band Hadi Sipehri shared folk songs from 
all across Anatolia which audience enjoyed.

On Newroz: 
The term Newroz means “new day” in 
Farsi. It is a celebration of coming of spring 
on March 21st. March 21st when celebra-
tions are held, was announced as World 
Newroz Festival by United Nations General 
Assembly in 2010. The coming of spring 
signifies warmer weathers. As nature turns 
green, people hold festivities. Newroz also 
observed by Persian, Turkish, Afghani, 
Georgian and Albanian people, symbolizes 
the awakening of nature.

ConcertsNEWROZ IN TEHRAN
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Calligraphy Art

Turkish Universities

London Yunus Emre Enstitüsü held a bull 
session titled “The Pen and the Letter” on 
traditional Ottoman Calligraphy Art on 

March 11th. The speakers in the bull session 
were Spanish calligrapher Nuria Garcia Masip 
who has raised many students and was ratified 
by famous Calligrapher Hasan Çelebi, and 
British calligrapher Gulnaz Fatima Mahboob. 
The event in which attendees were presented 
with interesting examples of calligraphy, artists 
shared the materials utilised as ink, paper and 
pens and made live demonstrations of callig-
raphy techniques. 

The fair organised for the second time this 
year in Tangier, Rhabat and Casablanca 
cities of Morocco with the aim of promo-

ting Turkish Universities was participated by 
numerous Turkish universities and Rabat Yunus 
Emre Enstitüsü. In the fair opened by mayor 
Muhammed al-Bashir el-Abdallavi and Insti-
tute Director Ensar Fırat, information was pro-
vided on Turkish instruction and cultural acti-
vities of Yunus Emre Enstitüsü in the country. 
Visited by two thousand students, nine Turkish 
universities were introduced in the Tangier fair. 
In the opening of Rhabat fair, Moroccan Mi-
nister of Higher Education Lehasan ed-Davudi 
made a speech, praising the education quality 
in Turkey. The last foot of the fair was held in 
Casablanca.

OTTOMAN

BULL SESSION

PROMOTION FAIR IN MOROCCO
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“Turkish Music Breeze”

When Turkish Horses Drink Vistula River

CONCERT IN MACEDONIA

Warsaw Yunus Emre Enstitüsü opened 
the exhibition When Turkish Horses 
Drink from Vistula River in Chrza-

now Museum, held between March 10th and 
30th. Museum curator Anna Sadło-Ostafin 
who made an opening speech, pointed out 
the significance of the photographs in this 
exhibition for their museum and marked that 
Turkish textiles are also featured in the mu-
seum. Warsaw Yunus Emre Enstitüsü Direc-
tor Assoc. Prof. Öztürk Eminoğlu narrated 
the stories behind the photographs in his 
speech, marked that the exhibition will be 
organised in eight cities in Poland, and in-
formed the attendees on Enstitü’s activities.

“Turkish Music Breeze in the Balkans” 
event organised by collaboration of 
Skopje Yunus Emre Enstitüsü, Gazi-

antep University and İpek Yolu Development 
Agency was held in Skopje. Outstanding 
examples of Turkish music from Anatolian and 
Rumelia regions and Turkish folk dances from 

various regions were performed. Audience 
had an unforgettable night with whirling and 
âşuk-maşuk show. The event held in Macedo-
nia Skopje Officers’ Club Hall was attended 
by numerous institutes and organisations from 
Macedonia and Turkey as well as nearly 1000 
guests.

EXHIBITION IN CHRZANOW MUSEUM
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AND MARCH OF INDEPENDENCE

YUNUS EMRE ENSTİTÜSÜ BULLETIN
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Yunus Emre Enstitüsü commemorated Meh-
met Akif Ersoy in his 80th death anniversary. 
In the 95th year of March of Independence, 

Mehmet Akif Ersoy who penned it in Taceddin 
Dervish Lodge in Ankara in dedication of Turkish 
Army that was to fight in the Battle of Indepen-
dence, and his poem were commemorated in our 
centres worldwide. 
On the occasion of admission of March of Inde-
pendence as Republic of Turkey’s national ant-
hem, welcomed with great appreciation and ex-
citement and applauded when read in Turkish 
Grand National Assemble 95 years ago and 80th 
death anniversary of poet Mehmet Akif Ersoy, 
Skopje Yunus Emre Enstitüsü and Turkish Embassy 
to Skopje collaborated for the panel on “A Man of 
Cause Mehmet Akif Ersoy and March of Indepen-
dence” on March 11th.  Speakers explained the 
story of how March of Independence was penned 
and provided the audience with important infor-
mation on Mehmet Akif Ersoy's life and discussed 
the ideas, art and poet's view on his cause. 
Alexandria Yunus Emre Enstitüsü, held the con-
ference “A Man of Cause Mehmet Akif Ersoy" on 
March 12th on the occasion of 95th anniversary of 
admission of March of Independence. Institute 
Director Mustafa Aydoğdu spoke as follows: “It is 
an honour for us to organise this event in Egypt. 
Mehmet Akif spent a part of his life in Egypt 
and gave significant works here.” Doha Yunus 

Emre Enstitüsü held a “March of Independen-
ce and Mehmet Akif Ersoy Memorial Event” on 
March 12th.  Doha Yunus Emre Enstitüsü Direc-
tor Dr. Mehmet Aykaç made a presentation on 
Mehmet Akif Ersoy's life, personality and admis-
sion process of March of Independence. Beirut 
Yunus Emre Enstitüsü organised a “Mehmet Akif 
Ersoy Commemoration Event” in the 95th year 
of admission of March of Independence. In the 
event held on March 14th an exhibition featuring 
30 works including poems by Mehmet Akif Ersoy 
and examples of Turkish classical arts as orna-
mentation, calligraphy, marbling, paper filigree, 
pen carving, miniature, met with visitors. Prizren 
Yunus Emre Enstitüsü organised a “Mehmet Akif 
Ersoy Commemoration Event” in the 95th anniver-
sary of admission of March of Independence on 
March 14th. Officials that attended the event un-
derlined in their greeting speeches that the wri-
ter of March of Independence Mehmet Akif Ersoy 
both illuminated his period and present with his 
verses. Tokyo Yunus Emre Enstitüsü organised a 
conference titled “Mehmet Akif and His Time” on 
March 26th on the occasion of 80th death anniver-
sary of Mehmet Akif Ersoy and 95th anniversary 
of admission of March of Independence.  Prof. 
Dr. Gen Kasuya from Nihon University provided 
information on the period when March of Inde-
pendence was written, Mehmet Akif Ersoy's life, 
personality and works in the conference.

When soil covers my shadow wandering the ground
Days will eventually wipe off this specter

Being remembered with mercy... This is what eternity is, however
I lived quietly, who will know me how?
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Organised for the third time this year 
between March 7th and 13th by Paris In-
ternational Cultural Centres (FICEP) with 

the theme “Experiencing Sports”, “Internatio-
nal Films Week” hosts screenings of 19 films 
from 19 countries. Yunus Emre Enstitüsü partici-
pated in the event with the documentary Young 
Wrestlers by Mete Gümürhan with support from 
Ministry of Culture and Tourism. The screening 
of the film on Turkish ancestor sport was held 
in Paris Brussels-Walloon region cultural cent-
re. Film that received Jury Special Honourable 
Mansion in 66th Berlin Film Festival, attracted 
considerable attention in Paris.

Bucharest Yunus Emre Enstitüsü, Turkish 
Embassy to Bucharest, Trade Consultancy, 
Turkish Businessmen Association and Buc-

harest University Department of Turcology colla-
borated for the seminar titled “I Speak Turkish, 
I Get Employed” on March 16th Wednesday in 
Majestic Hotel. Ambassador Koray Ertaş exp-
ressed in his speech that Turcology is a major 

and developing field all across Eastern Europe, 
and their gladness on bringing business wor-
ld and Turcology students together. Republic of 
Turkey Bucharest Commercial Consultant Mü-
kerrem Aksoy said that there are 13 thousand 
Turkish companies in Romania and TİAD repre-
sents 90 percent of Turkish capital here, and a 
CV database is formed in the consultancy.

Young Wrestlers
IN “PARIS INTERNATIONAL FILMS WEEK”

“I Speak Turkish”SEMINAR IN BUCHAREST
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From Sketches to Paintings Sultan Abdü-
laziz Art Exhibition featuring sketches by 
Sultan Abdülaziz, met with Viennese art 

lovers. The exhibition organized with contribu-
tions of Prime Ministry Promotion Fund and by 
collaboration of Vienna Yunus Emre Enstitüsü 
and International Culture and Arts Association 
(UKSD), features works from the sketchbook of 
Sultan Abdülaziz preserved in Krakow Natio-
nal Museum, and his unsigned paintings in the 
national palaces.  Exhibition held in Vienna 
Yunus Emre Enstitüsü Exhibition Hall is signi-
ficant for Sultan Abdülaziz’s works have never 
been exhibited in Europe before. Vienna Yunus 

Emre Enstitüsü Director Mevlüt Bulut who took 
the floor in the ceremony, spoke as follows: 
“Today, we are proud to be opening this exhi-
bition. The exhibition is more significant for us 
because Sultan Abdülaziz first visited France, 
then London, and lastly Vienna.” Sultan who 
took interest in Western art as a prince and 
drew patterns and sketches, invited European 
artists to Dolmabahçe Palace, allocated works-
hops in the palace for the artists and presented 
the artists with the means for them to work on 
their art.  The exhibition featuring sketches by 
Sultan Abdülaziz and oil paintings based on 
these sketches, ended on March 30th. 

Sultan Abdülaziz Exhibition
FROM SKETCHES TO PAINTINGS

IN VIENNA



YUNUS EMRE ENSTİTÜSÜ BULLETIN

54  ❖ MARCH-APRIL 2016

Alexandria Yunus Emre Enstitüsü 
opened First World War Ottoman 
War Prisoners in Egyptian Prison 

Camp exhibition from Kemal Giray’s Col-
lection on the occasion of 101th anniver-
sary of Gallipoli Victory on March 17th 

Wednesday. Exhibition featured original 
documents and photographs of Ottoman 
prison camps in Egypt selected from the 
collection of famous collector and rese-
archer Kemal Giray. In the exhibition ref-
lecting the everyday life in prison camps 
and the deep marks wars leave on hu-
man soul, photographs of football matc-
hes played by Ottoman prisoners, sack 
and card games played stood out.

With the collaboration of Skopje Yu-
nus Emre Enstitüsü and Macedo-
nia “Marko Tsepenkov” Folklore 

Institute, a panel on “Oral Folk Tradition: 
Similarities between Macedonian and 
Turkish Idioms and Proverbs” was held.  
The common values Turkish and Macedo-
nian nations have acquired in this geog-
raphy they have cohabited for centuries, 
were discussed on the axis of similarities 
between Macedonian and Turkish idioms 
and proverbs. These accumulations, ap-
parent reflections of the common memory 
of both people which still preserve the-
ir topicality, were discussed through a 
scientific approach.

“First World War Ottoman War Prisoners”

Makedonian and Turkish
“ORAL FOLK TRADITION: SIMILARITIES BETWEEN

EXHIBITION IN ALEXANDRIA

IDIOMS AND PROVERBS” PANEL
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A bull session on Turkish-German litera-
ture was held in Cologne Yunus Emre 
Enstitüsü on March 18th Friday. One of 

the pioneering writers in Turkish-German li-
terature Dr. Yüksel Pazarkaya and German 
Language Expert Dr. Karin Yeşilada were the 
lecturers in the bull session attended by wri-
ters and literature lovers. A first generation 
Turkish writer in Turkish-German literature, 

Dr. Yüksel Pazarkaya has written many po-
ems and novels both in Turkish and German 
languages, and has sixty book translations. 
Throughout the bull session in which the cor-
nerstones and leading works produced from 
the beginning of Turkish-German literature to 
our day were discussed, Karin Yeşilada and 
Yüksel Pazarkaya read poetry and novels on 
migration to the audience. 

Organised for the second time this 
year by Constanza Yunus Emre Ens-
titüsü, three films met with art lo-

vers in Constanza as part of “Turkish Film 
Days”. On the first day of the event held 
between the dates ofMarch 17th and 19th, 
film ‘Unutursam Fısılda’ directed by Ça-
ğan Irmak was screened. In the opening 
speech made before the film screening, 
the importance of Turkish films in world 
cinema and the contributions of this event 
held in Constanza both in Turkish cinema 
and intercultural ties, were addressed. At 
the end of the screening, the film got full 
marks from cinema lovers and was strong-
ly applauded.

Turkish Film

Turkish-German Literature BULL SESSION IN COLOGNE

DAYS IN CONSTANZA
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Yunus Emre Foundation Advisory
Committee Gathered

IN ANKARA

Yunus Emre Foundation Advisory Commit-
tee Meeting was held in Ankara on Mar-
ch 23rd, Wednesday. 

Yunus Emre Enstitüsü, the first institution orga-
nised to carry out the mission of Yunus Emre 
Foundation established in 2007 to promote 
Turkish language, history, culture and arts, 
and became operational in 2009, entered its 
seventh operation year. Yunus Emre Enstitü-
sü gathered Advisory Committee members in 
Ankara Hilton Hotel to consult the new routes 
to be mapped.

The meeting was attended by prominent Tur-
kish academicians, writers, bureaucrats, and 
representatives of non-governmental organi-
zations. Board members who took the stage 
in the sessions with titles “Expansion Policies 
and Deepening” and “Strategic Communica-
tion and Corporate Vision” made valuable 
contributions in shaping the future vision of 
Yunus Emre Enstitüsü. 

Ali Şahin addressed the establishment mission 
of Yunus Emre Foundation and the significan-



MARCH-APRIL  2016  ❖ 57

ce of Turkey in the field of cultural diploma-
cy. Following Şahin's speech, Head of Yunus 
Emre Enstitüsü Prof. Dr. Şeref Ateş made an 
introduction for Advisory Committee Meeting. 
Ateş spoke as follows: “As Yunus Emre Ens-
titüsü enters its seventh operation year, we 
would like to determine the road map of our 
Institute together with you. Our Institute was 
established to introduce to the world Turkish 
culture shaped by our civilization throughout 
centuries. We work towards strengthening our 
cultural diplomacy with similar institutes and 
organizations established by Republic of Tur-
key with this purpose. The main goal of our 
Institute is to bring to the world what is ours 

and promote it to people of the world.”

In “Expansion and Deepening Policies” sessi-
on of the meeting held in two sessions, topics 
such as strategic goals to achieve as of Yunus 
Emre Enstitü's seventh year of operation, re-
viewing language and culture polices by pri-
oritising expansion and deepening, and the 
need for Yunus Emre Enstitüsü to create new 
centres of attraction in the regions it is active 
in, were discussed. 

The second session of Yunus Emre Foundation 
Advisory Board Committee Meeting, “Strate-
gic Communication and Corporate Vision” 
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session opened with a speech by Institute's 
Vice President Dr. Ebubekir Ceylan. Ceylan 
spoke as follows: “We would like that the acti-
vities we organise to be included in the agen-
das of the segments we reach. As we enter 
our seventh operation year, we gathered you, 
our esteemed Advisory Committee members 
here, and we would like to determine a new 
course with your opinions by minding the ap-
pearance-substance balance.” and gave flo-
or to board of trustees.
Academicians, intellectuals and bureaucrats 
with expertise in their respective fields such 
as İlber Ortaylı, Rasim Özdenören, Lale Ül-
ker, M. Öcal Oğuz, Kudret Bülbül and Ömer 
Bolat attended the Advisory Committee Me-
eting, and after presentation of suggestions 

and proposals concerning the topics discus-
sed, event ended with a photo shoot. 
Ministry of Culture and Tourism Deputy Un-
dersecretary Ali Şahin who made the opening 
speech, stated the establishment purpose of 
the foundation as follows: “We are members 
of a nation that has culturally and political-
ly influenced various regions throughout the 
history. People's impressions on Turkey in the 
countries we reach to, will make lasting im-
pacts. Yunus Emre Enstitüsü was established 
to make sure these impressions also contain 
the reflections of our culture and civilization. 
For the Institute to continue its operations in 
a more healthy and productive fashion, the 
consensus of members of Advisory Commit-
tee is required.”
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Yunus Emre Enstitüsü and Foundation has been operati-
onal for seven years but in fact was established nine ye-
ars ago. In the meeting we discussed how Yunus Emre 
Enstitüsü can take Turkish instruction abroad, promotion 
of Turkish art and culture further and bring these ope-
rations to a higher level, and I hope it will prove to be 
beneficial and contribute to all organisations we plan to 
carry out in 2016.

Prof. Dr. Derya Örs
Head of Atatürk Culture, Language 
and History High Council and Yunus 
Emre Foundation Member of Board of 
Trustees

Yunus Emre Enstitüsü has incredibly developed thanks 
to the sacrifices made by founders and employees and 
their faith in what they do. I have seen that Turkish ins-
truction abroad is carried out with great success. I see 
that a long way has been taken within seven years. I 
wish all the success to Yunus Emre Enstitüsü.

Prof. Dr. Nurhan Atasoy
Art Historian

I got the chance to see Yunus Emre Enstitüsü centres in 
Montenegro, Podgorica. Former Minister of Culture and 
Tourism Attila Koç had given the foundation its name. It 
is a name publicly recognised and respected in Turkish 
society. I hope these centres will gradually transform 
into research centres. I wish another seven years of suc-
cess.

Prof. Dr. İlber Ortaylı
Historian

By teaching Turkish language, culture and art to poten-
tial international students who wish to study in Turkey, 
Yunus Emre Enstitüsü may enable the students to re-
ceive education in their desired branches without de-
lay once they arrive in Turkey. On the other hand, our 
alumni will be voluntary promoters and supporters of 
our country on the international arena. Yunus Emre's 
vision is the one to that will lead us to achieve this goal.

Prof. Dr. Mahmut Ak
Istanbul University Rector

Considering the present situation, Yunus Emre Enstitüsü 
has come a long way. I wish they will continue their 
activities increasingly in the coming years. A language 
spoken, is the bearer of a culture, a civilization. This 
is why we must show utmost sensitivity to our Turkish 
language.

Assoc. Prof. Kudret Bülbül
President of Turks Abroad and Related 
Communities

A major task falls on the Institute to survive our rich, 
rooted and ancient culture. We discussed the course 
to follow to survive, and enrich our own culture and 
share it with others. I wish that the seventh year of the 
foundation will be beneficial.

Funda Kocabıyık
Ministry of National Education
General Manager to EU and Foreign 
Affairs

Many fine opinions which will illuminate the fu-
ture projections of our Yunus Emre Enstitüsü and 
Foundation were uttered in Advisory Committee 
meeting. We aim to have reached 55 countries by 
2017 and to 100 centres by 2023. One of the objec-
tives of Yunus Emre Enstitüsü and Foundation is to 
raise an army of citizen diplomats, so to speak. We 
aim to interact with the affiliated nations based on 
the reciprocity principal. Within this short period of 
seven years Yunus Emre Enstitü has given us this 
hope, and I would like to express that this is why 
I am hopeful.

Rasim Özdenören
Writer and Trustee Member of
Yunus Emre Foundation
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Berlin Yunus Emre Enstitüsü participated 
in the International Leipzig Book Fair 
held between the dates of March 17th 

and 20th with the stand “Nakkaşhane: Book’s 
Journey in Ottoman Palace”. In Nakkaşha-
ne where the journey -of book is depicted, 
all processes a book goes through from bin-
ding to vignette and arrangement of pages, 
were demonstrated in practice. The activity 
in which guests’ names were written with cal-

ligraphy and presented, drew considerable 
interest. The fair that brings together writers, 
publishers and readers, was widely attended 
also by children and young people.

The second largest book fair in Germany after 
Frankfurt, Leipzig Book Fair opened its doors 
to visitors for the 21st time. The book fair that 
convened 2250 participants from 42 countries, 
was visited by 260 thousands people.

“Nakkaşhane:
Book’s Journey in Ottoman Palace”

IN LEIPZIG BOOK FAIR
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The fourth Vienna Yunus Emre Enstitüsü 
“Turkish Cinema Nights” took place with 
screening of the film Eşkıya on March 23rd 

Wednesday. Vienna Yunus Emre Enstitüsü Di-
rector Mevlüt Bulut stated the following in his 
speech: “Cinema is a cultural representation. 
With this purpose, we regularly organise Tur-
kish cinema nights each month, and we pre-
sented Turkish cinema lovers living in Vienna 
with the film Eşkıya we believe to be the best 
and most successful Turkish film of all times. 
Each film influences each person differently, 
and we aim to create the same cultural influ-
ence with films.”

London Yunus Emre Enstitüsü and Ang-
lo-Turkish Society collaborated for a bull 
session with Prof. Dr. Hazire Oya Alpar 

who received TÜBİTAK Science Prize. Alpay 
shared with the audience the historical prog-
ress of vaccine treatment methods from past 
to our day like a story, outside conventional 
scientific narrative. Alpay shared with the au-
dience the vaccine practices in the Ottoman 
State as of early 18th century regarding the fight 
against deadly diseases and how these efforts 
were transferred to England, struggling with 
contagious diseases at the period, by spouse 
of English Ambassador to Ottoman at the time, 
Poet and Writer Lady Mary Wortley Montagu 
through long-hidden anecdotes.

Turkish Film

Prof. Dr. Oya Alpar

NIGHTS IN VIENNA

SCIENTIST

IN LONDON
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Podgorica Yunus Emre Enstitüsü hosted 
the event titled Balkan Tunes Concert on 
March 18th, 2016. Music lovers from Mon-

tenegro widely attended Balkan Tunes Con-
cert held in Podgorica Municipality Kic Budo 
Tomovic Performance Hall. 
Audience had a pleasant time with common 

melodies of Turkish and Montenegrin peop-
le performed by instrument and vocal artists 
of TRT. Select folk songs from Anatolia and 
the Balkans were enjoyed by the audience 
and Montenegrin singer Nina Strugar's per-
formance of the folk song Osman Pasha att-
racted attention.

Balkan Tunes Concert
IN PODGORICA



Tokyo Yunus Emre Enstitüsü participated 
and held a Turkish Handicraft “Oya Ne-
edle Lace Workshop” in Bunkyo Munici-

pality International Interaction Fair. 

Event organised annually by Tokyo Bunkyo 
Municipality, music, dance and arts of vari-
ous countries were introduced and event was 
attended by all age groups. Turkish music 
was introduced in last year's fair and this year 
Traditional Turkish Handicraft “needle lace” 
was introduced. 

Event supervised by Kojima Yuko who teac-
hes needle lacing in the Institute, was widely 
attended.

Oya Needle Lace
WORKSHOP IN TOKYO

Known as “Turkish lace” around the world, 
oya is a three-dimensional purl made with silk 

thread and needle. Oya is generally lacing 
the edges of scarves to decorate these. This 
means it is not generally made or used inde-

pendently.
Oya that suits the definition of “handicraft” the 
best, is a handwork widely made by housewi-

ves in Anatolia.

Needle 
Lace
Oya
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With collaboration of Tokyo Yunus Emre 
Enstitüsü and Nihon University, the ra-
dio play Sound of the Sea adapted 

from Ertuğrul Disaster by Behçet Necatigil 
was staged in Tokyo on March 23rd, 2016.
The play that is a project implemented by 
Tokyo Yunus Emre Enstitüsü to promote Tur-
kish culture and art, was on stage after the 
years of efforts by students of Nihon Univer-
sity Department of Theatre.
In the 126th anniversary of Ertuğrul Frigate 

Disaster, a cornerstone of friendly relations 
between the two countries, the play narrating 
Ertuğrul’s voyage was translated into Japane-
se and adapted to stage by students.
Tokyo Ambassador A. Bülent Meriç who at-
tended the performance, expressed his app-
reciation for such an event and thanked those 
who contributed.
As part of theatre project, it is planned to sta-
ge a Turkish theatre play in Japanese every 
year.

The Sad Story of Ertuğrul
STAGED IN TOKYO
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A certificate ceremony was held on Mar-
ch 23rd Wednesday, after completion of 
guitar training launched on October 21st 

2015 in Peć Yunus Emre Enstitüsü.
Training given by famous Kosovon guitar vir-
tuoso Luan Sapunxhiu, was widely participa-
ted by the children and young people in Peć. 
Yunus Emre Enstitüsü Administrative Affairs 
Supervisor Instructor Erdem Hamaratlı exp-
ressed that they have been active in various 

art branches as well as providing Turkish ins-
truction in Peć for more than three years, and 
that they will continue to organise culture-arts 
activities in coming terms. 
The children who received certificates made 
guitar performances and Luan Sapunxhiu 
presented his original guitar rendition of the 
song Üsküdar'a Gider İken.
Event ended after the group took a group 
photo together.

YUNUS EMRE ENSTITÜSÜ

Certificate Thrill in Pec
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Who is Yavuz Bahadıroğlu?
Born in 1945 in Pazar district of Rize, the wri-
ter started working as a journalist in İstanbul in 
1971. Bahadıroğlu who worked as a journalist, 
researcher-investigator, interviewer and feature 
writer for  Yeni Asya – Yeni Nesil newspaper, 
managed newspapers, magazines and compa-
nies from time to time. Bahadıroğlu, who gave 
numerous conferences both home and abroad is 
still a columnist in Yeni Akit newspaper.

“101st Anniversary of Çanakkale”

Nicosia Yunus Emre Enstitüsü, held a 
conference titled “101st Anniversary of 
Çanakkale” and a music concert on the 

occasion of 101st anniversary of Çanakkale 
Victory. 
Following the conference by Historian-Wri-
ter Yavuz Bahadıroğlu in Near East Univer-

sity Library Hall, singer Hüseyin Süer and his 
band performed a concert featuring heroic 
folk songs and classical Turkish music songs.
Institute Director Hüseyin Şahin gave infor-
mation about the Institute and its operations 
in the event widely attended by university stu-
dents and the locals.

CONFERENCE AND MUSIC CONCERT
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FILM SCREENING IN PODGORICA"Turkish Passport"

Podgorica Yunus Emre Enstitüsü and Tur-
kish Embassy of Podgorica collaborated 
for the screening of the documentary tit-

led Turkish Passport directed by Burak Arlıel.
Event held on March 28th Thursday was at-
tended by Turkish Ambassador of Podgorica 

Serhat Galip, Azerbaijan Podgorica Acting 
Ambassador Seyran Mirzazadeh, Monte-
negro Ministry of Foreign Affairs bureauc-
rats, Ambassador Jelko Perovic, Montenegro 
Jewish Community Vice Director and General 
Secretary and numerous guests.

ABOUT THE DOCUMENTARY

Turkish Passport is a 2011 Turkish documentary film directed by Burak Arlıel. 
The film was screened for the first time in May 2011 in Cannes Film Festival 
and was referred to as “Turkish Schindler” in the festival.
The film narrates the stories of Turkish diplomats sent to Turkish embassies 
and consulates in numerous European countries during the World War II 
and saved the lives of many Jewish people.
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IN ASIA'S LARGEST FOOD FAIR

Tokyo Yunus Emre Enstitüsü

Tokyo Yunus Emre Enstitüsü participated 
in Asia's largest food fair “Foodex Japan” 
organised in Tokyo annually, and promo-

ted our Institute. 
In the fair that lasted for four days and attra-
cted nearly 77 thousand visitors were treated 
Turkish coffee and Turkish delight in local at-
tire. Brochures featuring information on ma-
inly Turkish cuisine course, other culture-arts 
trainings and activities held each term by the 
Institute, were handed to participants.

Foodex Japan
Organised for the 41st time this year, Internatio-
nal Food and Drink Fair “Foodex Japan” hosted 
visitors between the dates of 8th and 11th March. 
3700 booths from 79 different countries and re-
gions participated in the fair held in Makuhari 
Messe Convention Centre. Agricultural produ-
cts, bread and cheese variations, dairy produ-
cts, diet products, tea, coffee, fruit juice and car-
bonated drinks from all around the world were 
introduced to the visitors throughout the fair. 
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Theater Play Yunus Said a Word 
Like No Other

Skopje Yunus Emre Enstitüsü hosted the 
one-man theater play Yunus Said a Word 
Like No Other on March 28th. Play was 

performed by Kıvanç Nalça from Skopje Child-
ren's and Youth Theater. In the performance 
accompanied by authentic background mu-
sic, Nalça performed the impressive spiritual 
journey and poems of Turkish Sufi poet Yunus 
Emre as a storyteller and the story of Yunus 
from his childhood, how he arrived in Taptuk 

Emre Sufi Lodge, how he served, suffered in 
the Sufi path, how he met with Mevlâna and 
wrote the poems were narrated in a moving 
language. Turkish Embassy to Skopje Second 
Clerk Yusuf Ziya Kenar, former Macedonian 
Minister of State Hadi Nezir, Halkbank Execu-
tive President Necdet Palakçı, Ramstore Ge-
neral Manager Ayhan Uzun, representatives 
of non-governmental organisations, art lovers 
and numerous guests attended the event.

IN SKOPJE
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"Diyanet Centre of America” complex 
was opened with a ceremony atten-
ded by Turkish President on April 2nd 

Saturday. The first branch of Yunus Emre Ens-
titüsü in America is located in the complex. 
Following the opening speeches by President 
of Turkey Recep Tayyip Erdoğan and Minis-
ter of Religious Affairs Prof. Dr. Mehmet Gör-

mez, the official opening of “Diyanet Centre 
of America” and Yunus Emre Enstitüsü within 
the complex was held.
President Erdoğan addressed the features 
of the multi-purpose complex and its servi-
ce capacity in his opening speech. Erdoğan 
marked that Yunus Emre Enstitüsü to provide 
services in the complex will also play a major 

Yunus Emre Enstitüsü
OPENED IN THE USA
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role in promoting Turkish language and cul-
tural wealth to Americans living in that regi-
on. Erdoğan continued as follows: “We must 
learn the languages, religions, cultures and 
customs of one another correctly in order to 
further the cooperation between individuals 
which has become as substantial as the re-
lations between governments.” Erdoğan un-
derlined that opening of this centre is a major 
step towards an alliance between civilizati-
ons and thanked all who made contributions.
Institute Director Prof. Dr. Şeref Ateş who sha-
red his opinions regarding the opening with 
the press, spoke as follows: “We are glad to 
have launched our operations in America 
continent in Institute's 7th year of operation. 

We would like to thank the Ministry of Religi-
ous Affairs for this opportunity.”
Complex built as a campus in 16th century 
traditional Ottoman architecture, features a 
mosque, Islamic Arts museum, library, confe-
rence, exhibition and assembly halls, Turkish 
bath and 10 mansions representing archite-
cture of three different periods. One of the 
mansions launched its services as the liaison 
office of Yunus Emre Enstitüsü. After the first 
liaison office in the complex located in Mary-
land, Institute aims to open centres soon in 
Washington D.C. and in important destinati-
ons in the USA, and contribute to the promo-
tion of Turkish language and culture also in 
this continent.
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Podgorica Yunus Emre Enstitüsü and Pet-
njica Municipality collaborated for the 
exhibition Bihor Rug Days opened on 

March 4th. Opening speeches were made 
by Turkish Ambassador of Podgorica Serhat 
Galip, Petnjica Mayor Samir Agovic, Univer-
sity of Montenegro Institute of History Science 
Counsellor Dr. Dragana Kujovic and Podgor-
ica Yunus Emre Enstitüsü Director Assoc. 
Prof. Cihan Özdemir. Following the opening 
speeches, Sevdalinka Artist from Montenegro 
Esad Merulic performed a short concert.

Rug, a common cultural element in Anato-
lia and the Balkans, is a traditional handic-
raft have been survived for centuries in a 
similar way. The patterns used in this craft 
bear the traces of the suffering, happiness, 
dreams and customs of the past. The first 
to come to mind when hand-woven rugs 

are mentioned are Turkish rugs. The reason 
for that Turkish nomads using and weaving 

rugs all around.

Bihor Rug Days 
EXHIBITION OPENED IN PODGORICA

Rug
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Kabul Yunus Emre Enstitüsü organised the 
conference titled “Mevlâna in Turkish 
Literature and Turkish Public's View of 

Mevlâna” on April 10th in University of Kabul 
Department of Turkish Language and Lite-
rature Conference Hall attended by Turkish 
Ambassador to Kabul Said Ali Akın, Univer-
sity of Kabul faculty members and great Afg-
hani poet Haydârî Vücûdî and Turkish elders 
from Afghanistan “The White-bearded”.

Kabul Yunus Emre Enstitüsü Director Ersin 
Selçuk informed the audience on the Institu-
te’s operations in Kabul in the opening spe-
ech of the conference. Ersin Selçuk expres-

sed that Mevlâna is a significant figure also 
for Afghani people for the fact that he was 
born in Afghanistan and citizens of the nation 
show great interest in Mevlâna. He marked 
that when viewed from this aspect, he has 
an important role in establishing cultural re-
lationships between these two countries and 
it is the first conference organised in 2016 by 
Yunus Emre Enstitüsü.
Prof. Dr. Adnan Karaismailoğlu who gave a 
lecture in the conference, briefly explained 
Mevlâna's life story and referred to Mevlâna's 
position in Turkish literature, giving informa-
tion about past and current studies on Mev-
lâna.

“Mevlâna in Turkish Literature”
CONFERENCE IN KABUL
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Rome Yunus Emre Enstitüsü organised a 
conference titled “The Contributions of 
Turkish Civilization to Medical Science” 

on April 7th 2016. Prof. Dr. Belkıs Gürsoy from 
İstanbul Aydın University Department of Tur-
kish Language and Literature was a lecturer 
in the event and Rome Yunus Emre Enstitü-
sü Director Sevim Aktaş made the opening 
speech. Conference was attended by Turkish 
Ambassador to Vatican Prof. Dr. Mehmet Pa-
çacı, Ambassador to Republic of Libya Mus-

tafa Rugibani, Cyprus Representation Under-
secretary Oktay Öztürk, Italian Historian from 
University of Sapienza Fabio Grassi as well as 
numerous local and foreign guests.
Prof. Dr. Gürsoy gave information on signi-
ficant contributions of Turkish scientists to 
medical science from Central Asia to Seljuk 
State, and Ottoman Empire to our day in his 
speech, underlining major studies by Turkish 
scientists on healing with music. Event ended 
with the cocktail given after the conference.

Medical Science
THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF TURKISH CIVILIZATION TO
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President of Turkish Assembly İsmail Kah-
raman visited Kosovo to attend to the of-
fice alteration ceremony of Kosovan Pre-

sident Hashim Thaçi, and also visited Prizren 
Yunus Emre Enstitüsü on April 8th.

President of Turkish Assembly İsmail Kahra-
man gathered with representatives of Turkish 
non-governmental organisations from Kosovo 
in Prizren Yunus Emre Enstitüsü. Parliament 
members who maintain relations between 
Kosovo and parliaments were in TGNA com-
mittee. Meeting was also attended by kins in 
Kosovo, Turkish Ambassador to Pristina Kıvıl-
cım Kılıç, and Turkish Consul General to Priz-

ren Selen Evcit. Kosovo Minister of Public Ad-
ministration and Kosovo Democratic Turkish 
Party Leader Mahir Yağcılar, Mamusa Mayor 
and Kosovo Turkish Justice Party Leader Arif 
Bütüç represented the political wing of Koso-
van Turks in the meeting.

Turkish Ambassador Kıvılcım Kılıç briefly int-
roduced non-governmental organisations in 
Prizren. Later, President of Turkish Assembly 
İsmail Kahraman expressed his appreciation 
of the view stating that unity and solidarity 
are the vital elements to survive and operati-
ons of three centres of Yunus Emre Enstitüsü 
in Kosovo make him proud.

Prizren Yunus Emre Enstitüsü
PRESIDENT OF TURKISH ASSEMBLY VISITED



We held a pleasant interview with Prof. 
Dr. M. Öcal Oğuz, a pre-eminent figu-
re known for his studies in the field of 

folklore, Head of  UNESCO Turkey National 
Commission and Yunus Emre Enstitüsü Advi-
sory Committee Member, on our oral cultu-
ral accumulation and the course to follow to 
make this culture global.

We would like to know you better. Would you 
share your life story both as a person Öcal 
Oğuz and Prof. Dr. Öcal Oğuz?
I was born in 1960 in Pınarkaya Village in 
Sarıkaya district of Yozgat. I lived in the villa-
ge for most of my childhood. My father was 
doing agriculture, stock and horse breeding. 
That way I learned about the regional far-

Prof. Dr. M. Öcal Oğuz
FROM TURKISH FOLKLORE TO UNESCO
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ming, stock breeding and horse riding cul-
tures as early as elementary school period. 

I went to secondary and high school in 
Yozgat and Ankara. I completed my 

university education in Karade-
niz Technical University De-

partment of Turkish Lan-
guage and Literature. 

University itself is a 
different world and 

having studied lite-
rature broadened 
my horizon. After 
completing my 
undergraduate 
degree, I mo-
ved to Ankara 
with the desire 
to study langua-
ges. However I 
got acquainted 
with Folk Lite-
rature as I was 

doing my mas-
ter's degree. In the 

meantime, I started 
working as a Folklore 

Researcher in Ministry 
of Culture and Tourism, 

and I travelled all across Tur-
key as part of a team that colle-

cted all the folkloric texts. Having a 
master's degree in folk literature combi-

ned with my experience in village life led 
to my development. 
After Ministry of Culture and Tourism, I wor-
ked as a research assistant in Gazi University 
for three years. In 1992, I was assigned as an 
assistant professor to Hacettepe University. I 
lived in Tunisia for three years as an interna-
tional visitor academician during my Hacet-
tepe years. Although it is an Ottoman and Is-
lamic region, I got the opportunity to discover 
the intercultural interaction with its authentic 
qualities during my time in Tunisia. I wrote 
a book titled Tunisia Region Investigations; I 
also took notes of jokes in one-man rule pe-
riod, private subjects, and other anecdotes 
concerning areas of freedom despite all, to 

turn these into a second book titled Doors and 
Cages. However I never had the chance to 
publish it.
I started working in Gazi University in 2002 
upon returning to Turkey. I got the chance to 
work in Bilkent University for a long period 
of time. Prof. Dr. Talat Halman whom I met 
there, is the most influential figure for me. 
Undersecretary of that time Prof.Dr. Mustafa 
İsen requested me to join UNESCO on be-
half of Turkey and I got involved in UNES-
CO's operations. A year later, Preservation of 
Intangible Cultural Heritage Agreement pro-
cess was launched. I have never distanced 
myself from UNESCO since then. Because our 
president Prof. Dr. Nabi Avcı was elected as 
the Minister of National Education, I underto-
ok presidency. I continued to work in UNES-
CO and university within this scope. 
I am the editor of more than 50 publications, 
books, articles and magazines, and in additi-
on I have been the editorial director of Natio-
nal Folklore Magazine for 29 years, scanned 
by international indexes and has been pub-
lished uninterruptedly. 
During the period I worked in Gazi Univer-
sity, I travelled all across Turkey and colle-
cted ethnographic objects. We opened two 
Intangible Cultural Heritage Museums, one 
in Hamamönü and the other in the university 
in a space allocated for the purpose. I colle-
cted rare and unobtainable ethnographic ob-
jects exceeding five thousand, and donated 
most to the university. That way we saved et-
hnographic objects from perishing. We made 
special fairy tale, traditional occupation, folk 
dance, and folk song compilations through 
field research. By archiving the photographs 
and recordings, we turned part of these into 
a book.
Now I make efforts to share these experien-
ces shaped throughout my career with my 
students both in the university and under the 
roof of UNESCO.

The general tone in life stories resembling 
yours is as follows: the story of a country boy 
becoming an academic usually begins with 
him asking “What lies behind that mounta-
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in?” Your story is somehow distinct; setting 
off from the back of that mountain, you make 
your own values current again. Was folk lite-
rature a coincidence in this sense?
I remember how my late mother prayed for 
me: “I wish you will become a teacher with a 
tie on his neck and a watch on his wrist.” This 
is in fact urban construct; later when I studied 
folk literature, I saw that village institutes and 
teaching schools deeply influenced the peop-
le. This means the most qualified and skilled 
people I came across in my childhood were 
the teachers who moved to villages to teach. 
And with my mother's prayer, I adopted tea-
chers as role models. When I completed ele-
mentary school, the options for the children 
in the village were either getting behind the 
wheel of a tractor, producing animal produ-
cts or moving to the city to become a crafts-
man or carpenter or going to school. When I 
completed the school, my father talked to me 
as an adult, and asked me “Would you like 
to study or stay here?” But of course on my 
mind, I had this teacher model with a tie on 
his neck and a watch on his wrist so I replied 
“I want to study.”

Today we transfer information by way of 
written and visual objects. Back in your 
parents' time, knowledge would be passed 
down from generation to generation without 
books or pens, and without a teacher most of 
the time. Can we say that the folk literature 
has lost its depth with pen and word beco-
ming this popular?
Cultural accumulation became possible by 
way of words. Words came first, later writing, 
then digital sound recorders were invented 
to preserve those. Walter Ong refers to the 
digital oral era as “Secondary Oral Cultural 
Age”. Cultures are transformed not only th-
rough writing but also through altered lifesty-
les. The forms, creators and audiences to 
preserve folk literature and folk culture and to 
pass them down, change. In essence, functi-
on and demand must be considered instead 
of modes of production. The aspect to highli-

ght here is how to convey the folk tales of this 
era to a child of this era? And of course, how 
to construct these fairy tales so the child will 
not forget where he belongs, own identity 
and culture?  Unfortunately there is this ge-
neral view in Turkey that fairy tales are told 
by grandmothers, and there is no such thing 
as fairy tale in the age of technology. Most of 
us know Grimms’ Fairy Tales, Snow White, 
Little Red Riding Hood, Cinderella and Ra-
punzel. However Turkish fairy tales, collected 
from all across Anatolia have been forgotten. 
For instance there is a fairy tale collected by 
Pertev Naili Boratav in 1936 with the title Lady 
Nardaniye and Forty Thieves; Snow Whi-
te and the Seven1 
Dwarfs is 
a fairy 
tale 
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parallel to this. The fairy tales and constru-
cts are identical however we have forgotten 
about Lady Nardaniye, Güllü Fatma and Ba-
sil Girl. Fairy tales have not been integrated 
into cultural transmission. However these all 
can be transferred into digital media as sen-
sational new discoveries since they are not 
known. Accordingly, our thesis and theory 
regarding preservation of intangible cultural 
heritage is as follows: humanity must preser-
ve cultural diversity. The instruments to en-
sure this cultural diversity can be found in 
the field of culture. I believe that not only the 
sense of belonging and identity but also cor-
rectly conveying and explaining the cultural 
approaches is at the same time required for 

healthier generations.

Could you tell us about UNESCO? What are 
its operations?
We celebrated the 70th establishment an-
niversary of UNESCO. Turkey is one of the 
countries that contributed in establishment of 
UNESCO in 1945, immediately after the end 
of World War II. UNESCO is an organisation 
of United Nations in line with its establishment 
purpose however there is no council with veto 
power as the Security Council. Everyone can 
find a course suitable with their intellectual 
views, skills, capacity and expectations in 
UNESCO's fields of operation as education, 
culture, science, nature, and may express 
themselves. This way egalitarian structure ba-
sed on UNESCO's purposes of establishment 
peace and dialogue, have been preserved to 
this day. Of course countries which possess 
economic force and intellectual power, and 
participate with more experts may manipu-
late the phases to their advantage however 
all have equal votes. There is an exciting 

UNESCO image formed completely on 
common ideas independently 

and voluntarily. This has 
credit with respect to 

its value. Istan-
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bul being on the list World Cultural Heritage 
contributes in both Istanbul and Istanbul lo-
cals and preservation of cultural heritage.

How is the process of entering UNESCO's 
World Cultural Heritage List?
Four agreements and later two more agree-
ments concerning intangible heritage were 
signed under the roof of UNESCO. 2003 
Preservation of Intangible Cultural Herita-
ge Agreement and 2005 Preservation of and 
Improving Variety of Cultural Expressions Ag-
reement. Turkey was a party in the five agre-
ements except the last two. You abide by the 
directives, regulations and general system of 
an agreement you are a party of. Turkey was 
on the committee of 1972 agreement with 15 
heritages. Consultations are held every year 
in the committee, in our related expertise 

committees, in Turkish Ministry of Culture and 
Tourism, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and all 
permanent representatives at UNESCO; va-
rious institutions play their parts in line with 
their roles and missions, files are prepared 
and sent to UNESCO. Following the investi-
gations by UNESCO experts, World Heritage 
List is shaped. Although we live in a region 
where numerous civilizations cohabit, Turkey 
has very few heritages on World Heritage 
List. Today one or two heritages are included 
in World Cultural Heritage List each year. I 
believe the awareness will rise in time. That 
was not the case for Intangible Heritage. Tur-
key is among the first countries to become a 
party in Intangible Cultural Heritage List. 12 
Turkish heritages have been included in the 
list since 2003. The country pledges to protect 
these legacies on behalf of UNESCO.
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Yunus Emre Enstitüsü is a structure orga-
nised with the aim of reminding the cultu-
ral assets on these lands, and present tho-
se unaware of this civilization with these 
assets. What are your thoughts on Enstitü's 
activities as Head of UNESCO's Turkish Na-
tional Commission and a member of Yunus 
Emre Enstitüsü Advisory Committee?
We would regret not having an institute as 
Cervantes, French Cultural Centre and Go-
ethe. We had a feeling that an organisation 
as Yunus Emre Enstitüsü was missing. It will 
make up for the lost time even a little late. 
This must be considered with two different 
perspectives. First is conveying Turkish lan-
guage and culture to the world. Second is ce-
menting world citizen profile in collaboration 
with other institutes as Yunus Emre Enstitüsü.  
Yunus Emre was a folk poet with chief missi-
ons as tolerance  and humanism who witnes-
sed the suffering and occupation in the con-
ditions of 13th century. He is a name who can 
give great messages to the humanity today. 
If Yunus Emre Enstitüsü bases its operations 
on this figure, it may present the internatio-
nal community, actors, artists, and those who 
share knowledge with new sources. Being 
nourished from a single vein, a single culture 
standardises the world. The existence of cul-
tures is significant in this respect. Conveying 
Turkish culture and teaching Turkish langua-
ge are the main tasks of Yunus Emre Enstitüsü 
both due to its purpose of establishment and 
its mission however it befits our world, thou-
ght, mission to construct a language with the 
romanticism of 13th century without assertively 
claiming “my culture is the sole culture” in a 
world where there is less and less tolerance 
everyday, keeping in mind the following ver-
ses: “I am not here to fight/ I serve for love/ 
A friend's house is their hearts/ I am here to 
win hearts.”  So Yunus Emre has an important 
place both with his name and existence.

Can Yunus Emre Enstitüsü work hand in 
hand with UNESCO in its operations?
My personal view is that institutions such as 
Yunus Emre Enstitüsü, TİKA and YTB which 

open abroad, must benefit from the expe-
rience, background and rhetoric of UNESCO. 
Because there are always cultures, people, 
organisations and structures on the world 
which do not possess our naivete and good 
intentions. They might think we have a diffe-
rent agenda. And UNESCO talks about and 
appraises fundamental issues as an organi-
sation for humanity. For instance we sugges-
ted UNESCO to announce 2016 as “Hodja Ah-
met Yesevi Year”. And UNESCO announced 
2016 as “Hodja Ahmet Yesevi or Fuat Köprülü 
Year” in memorial services and celebrations. 
Ahmet Yesevi is a figure who set a fine model 
in Asia with regard to peace and knowled-
ge of humanity, and cohabitation of men and 
women. When we present this theme alon-
gside UNESCO logo, we can both express 
the wisdom of Ahmet Yesevi and at the same 
time convey his high messages for humanity 
to other cultures, introducing Ahmet Yesevi 
not with an assimilating but in a participative 
manner. It must be regarded as common he-
ritage of community without claiming that it is 
my culture and my life.
The relationship between UNESCO and Yu-
nus Emre Enstitüsü, the expression “for huma-
nity and common values” as we explain Tur-
kish culture, basin and region, will open all 
doors at all times. The cultural topics UNES-
CO deals with are already in the memory 
of humanity. There are numerous memorial 
services for figures as Atatürk, Fuzuli, Fuat 
Köprülü, Piri Reis. Wherever you look, UNES-
CO has presented a heritage, an asset from 
Turkey to international community. By highli-
ghting those, we wish to prepare a collabo-
ration protocol between UNESCO Turkey Na-
tional Commission and Yunus Emre Enstitüsü. 
If we work towards introducing our cultural 
assets through explaining UNESCO's ideals, 
I believe the feedback from the international 
community will prove to be more positive and 
beneficial.

I would like to thank you for allocating your 
valuable time, Professor.
I, thank you.
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       The UNESCO Turkey World Heritage List
• Ephesus (2015)
• Diyarbakır Fortress and Hevsel Gardens (2015)
• Pergamon Multi-Layered Cultural Lamdscape (2014)
• Bursa and Cumalıkızık: the Birth of the Ottoman Empire 
(2014)
• Neolithic Site of Çatalhöyük (2012)
• Edirne Selimiye Mosque and its Social Complex (2011)
• Troya Ancient City (1998)
• City of Safranbolu (1994)
• Pamukkale – Hierapolis (1988)
• Xanthos – Letoon (1988)
• Mount Nemrut (1987)
• Hattusa – the Capital of Hittites (1986)
• Divriği Ulu Mosque and Hospital (1985)
• The Historical Sites of İstanbul (1985)
• Göreme National Park and Cappadocia (1985)

       Intangible Cultural Heritage List
• Ebru: Turkish Art of Marbling (2014)
• Turkish Coffee Culture and Tradition (2013)
• Mesir Macunu Festival (2012)
• Ceremonial Keşkek Tradition (2011)
• Kırkpınar Oil Wrestling Festival (2010)
• Semah – Alevi- Bektaşi ritual
• Traditional Sohbet Meetings (2010)
• Âşıklık (minstrelsy) tradition (2009)
• Karagöz (2009)
• Newroz (2009)
• Mevlevi Semah Ceremony (2008)
• Arts of Meddah, the art of storytellers (2008)

       Memory of World Register
• The Old Assyrian Merchant Archives of Kül-
tepe (2015)
• Evliya Çelebi's "Book of Travels" (2013)
• The works of Ibn Sina in the Süleymaniye 
Manuscript Library (2003)
• The Hittite cuneiform tablets from Bogazköy 
(2001)
• Kandilli Observatory and Earthquake Rese-
arch Institute Manuscripts (2001)
       MAB
• Camili (2005)
       The UNESCO Global Jeopark 
Networks
• Kula Volcanic Geopark (2013)
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Yunus Emre Enstitüsü and Turkish Prime 
Ministry Presidency for Turks Abroad 
and Related Communities (YTB) signed 

a protocol on April 14th Thursday to establish 
a general cooperation aimed at Turkey Scho-
larships. 
Yunus Emre Enstitüsü President Prof. Dr. Şeref 
Ateş stated that they signed a very significant 
protocol which will improve the operations of 
both institutions, and said that he witnessed 
governmental institutions not speaking the 
same language in 1980s and 1990s in Tur-
key and there was a lack of communication 
between the institutions. Ateş continued his 
speech as follows: “In our visits to other count-
ries, we would see that government agencies 

spoke the same language and envied that. 
Unfortunately due to these weaknesses in 
our past, global powers and other powers at 
home would come into play, taking advanta-
ge of lack of communication between institu-
tions and this would usually lead to problems 
in Turkey achieving its national goals. Thank-
fully this is not the case in new Turkey.”
Protocol covers codes of practice concerning 
Yunus Emre Enstitüsü Turkish Language Scho-
larship Program, Turkish preparation training 
in Yunus Emre Enstitüsü centres abroad for 
students with scholarships from Turkey, orien-
tation and internship programs, and activities 
concerning Turkey alumni and Turkey Scho-
larships promotional activities.

SIGNED A COOPERATION PROTOCOL WITH YTB
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YUNUS EMRE ENSTİTÜSÜ BULLETIN THE CALENDER OF EVENTS

A folk dance ensemble of 20 people of Republic of Turkey Ministry of Culture
and Tourism, were invited to Kazan to introduce Turkish Folk Dances in Kazan.

KAZAN – TURKISH FOLK DANCES SHOW

Sadık Yalsızuçanlar will represent Turkey 
in the 2nd International Tbilisi Literature 
Festival to be held between 
May 16th -21st and participated by writers 
from 13 countries.
The bull session to be held on Yalsızuçan-
lar's novel Diyamandi on May 20th at 6.30 
PM in the Writers' House is expected to 
be attended by numerous literary figures 
from Georgia.

TBILISI INTERNATIONAL 
LITERATURE FESTIVAL

We plan to contribute in the 26th International 
Çalıklı Hıdırellez Festival on May 9th organised 
every year in Çalıklı Village in Valandova city 
of Macedonia and is of major significance to 
survive the culture of  Yuruks in Macedonia, 
with this concert. The band to consist of Turkish 
Folk Music artists to be determined by TRT De-
partment of Music, will present the distinguis-
hed examples of Balkan and Rumelia folk son-
gs to the taste of festival attenders.

SKOPJE-BALKAN
RUMELIA TUNES
CONCERT 
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A panel will be held with participants from 7 Turkic nations being Turkish Republic of 
Northern Cyprus, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kirghizia, Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan next 
to Republic of Turkey.
Embroidery tradition in Turkic world will be demonstrated and carpets from the countries 
will be exhibited for two weeks. An exhibition catalogue will also be prepared.

BAKU COMMON 
EMOTIONS
IN TURKIC WORLD 
RUG AND
CARPETS PANEL 
AND EXHIBITION

Prof. Dr. İlber ORTAYLI will be the lecturer 
in the conference on “Two Ancient Nations 
in the Caucasus: Turks and Georgians” to 
be held on May 31st at 5 pm. in Ivane Ja-
vakhishvili Tbilisi State University, organi-
sed in collaboration with Turkish Airlines.

CAUCASUS 
CONFERENCE 
WITH ILBER 
ORTAYLI
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